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XlTT&ODUCTXOir. 



All scripture is given by inspiration 
of God, and is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruction 
in righteousness : that the man of God 
may be perfect, throughly furnished 
unto all good works. Every part of 
the scripture is designed for the benefit 
of the church ; and should be taken in 
its plain and obvious meaning, without 
wresting, curtailing, or making additions. 
Indeed, the sacred scripture should be 
read with the mind deeply and seriously 
impressed with that solemn admonition, 
which concludes the inspired volume : 
** For I testify unto every man that hear- 
eth the words of the prophecy of this 
book, if any man shall add unto the^e 
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things, God shall add unto him the 
plagues that are written in this book : 
and if any man shall take away from the 
words of the book of this prophecy, God 
shall take away his part out of the book 
of life, and out of the holy city, and 
from the things which are written in this 
book. He that testifieth these things 
saith. Surely I come quickly : Amen." 
Rev. xxii. 18—20. 

If the sacred scriptures were read 
and heard under the teaching of the 
Holy Spirit, with meekness, humility, 
and resignation to the will of God, 
many parts which appear difficult, w^ould 
become plain and easy, and yield un- 
speakable comfort to the pious mind. 
Hereby many pernicious controversies 
would be prevented, the honour of sa- 
cred scripture would be maintained, and 
communion with the Father and Son 
would be preserved. Oh that we may 
receive with meekness the ingrafted word, 
which is able to save our souls ! which 



INTRODUCTION. V 

is able to make us wise unto salvation, 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 

The doctrine of Election is evidently 
a truth contained in the scriptures, and as 
evidently a doctrine according to godli- 
ness. It is now near thirty years, since 
the writer first felt his mind impressed 
with the truth and importance of this 
most precious and delightful doctrine. 
To endeavour to impress the minds of 
others with those truths which have 
been so comfortable and supporting to 
himself, he hopes will not be despised 
by the church of Christ, for whose 
benefit it is designed. — 2 Tim. ii. 10, 

When a person is enlightened to see 
his fallen, guilty, and helpless state ; 
when painfully lamenting the power of 
indwelling sin, as it is described by the 
Apostle in the 7th chapter of Romans ; 
when convinced that the heart is de- 
ceitful above all things and desperately 
wicked ; and when deeply humbled on 
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account of the imperfections and sins 
which accompany his most holy and 
diligent services : — what dependence can 
he place on himself? Or what confideuce 
could he possess, if he believed his 
salvation depended upon his own per- 
sonal exertion or holiness? Who can 
conceive the heart-rending fears which 
he must feel lest he should fall away, 
and finally perish ! The enemy of souls 
also, is not backward to urge on the 
tormenting passions, cast his fiery darts, 
fill the mind with dismay, weaken all 
the powers of the soul, interrupt in 
every service, and endeavour, if pos- 
sible, to destroy the hope, the peace, 
and the exertions of the christian. Who 
would not dread the thought of his 
salvation depending upon himself? What 
unspeakable peace and comfort it would 
yield, and what joy would beam through 
the soul, if he could but know that 
his salvation depended upon God ! — 
Yea, that the Almighty Sovereign of the 
universe had chosen him to salvation. 
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by an unchangeable purpose of love and 
mercy— hereby rendering his salvation 
certain ! Yea, that the whole Trinity 
was engaged for his preservation ! How 
would it fill his desponding mind with 
hope — ^inspire him with holy zeal — excite 
him to cleave unto God and Christ his 
Redeemer — and pray for the Holy Spirit 
to make him perfect in every good word 
and work, to do the will of God, his 
heavenly Father ! How would he bless 
God for his unspeakable love — and run 
the way of his commandments with 
delight, constancy, and holy assurance ! 

Is it not true that God has, in this 
manner, secured his salvation ? Is he 
not called to know, and enjoy the pri- 
vilege? Yea, is he not exhorted to 
give aU diligence to make his calling 
and election sure ? This treatise is 
written with an earnest desire to render 
assistance in seeking the knowledge and 
enjoyment of thQse important privileges 
of the christian. If you wish to profit 
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from this labour of love and fidelity, 
read it with meekness, humility, and 
fervent prayer for the Holy Spirit to 
instruct and guide you into all truth. 
JLet your mind be deeply impressed with 
these words of the Saviour : " In that 
hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit, and said, 
I thank thee, O Fa.ther, Lord of heaven 
and earth, that thou hast hid these 
things from the wise and prudent, and 
hast revealed ihem unto babes : even so, 
Father ; for so it seemed good in thy 
sight." — Luke x. 21. 

In what hour did Jesus so rejoice? 
In that hour in which he had exhorted 
his disciples to rejoice, because their 
names were written in heaven. The wise 
and prudent in their own conceit will 
not understand these truths, but babes 
in Christ — those who for humUity, are 
compared to little children. The apos- 
tles of Christ were much more humble 
after the Spirit was poured out upon 
them, and far more enlightened in the 
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important truths of the gospel. The 
apostle Paul thought himself the chief 
of sinners, not meet to be called an 
apostle, and less than the least of all 
saints ; yet he was more enlightened 
than all the apostles in the deep things 
of God. The Lord grant that we may 
possess his spirit of wisdom, knowledge, 
and humility ! then we shall not desire 
to wrest his writings, but readily re- 
ceive the truths, which he and other 
holy men were inspired to teach. 

The Author of this small work, be- 
lieving that whatever is requisite to the 
glory of God, the honour of the Re- 
deemer, the conversion of sinners, and 
the comfort, support, and establishment 
of saints, must be revealed and applied 
by the Holy Spirit ; rests his whole 
dependence for success upon that divine 
and blessed Agent. Believing also, that 
his principles, motives, ends, and means, 
are perfectly known to the Sovereign of 
the universe, whose truth he has en- 
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deavoured to defend , and whose glory 
he has sought ; he now meekly resigns 
his feeble efforts into the hands of the 
Almighty, to do with them as shall seem 
good in his sight : praying that his Name 
may be hallowed, his kingdom come, 
and his will be done upon earth' as it is 
in heaven. Amen and Amen. 
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We ground our subject on the doctrine of 
Christ and his Apostles. 

"You have not chosen me, but I have chosen 
yon, and ordained you, that ye should go and 
bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should 
remain." John xv. 16. 

"According as he hath chosen us in him 
before the foundation of the world, that we 
should be holy, without blame before him in 
love, 8ic." Ephes. i. 4. 

''We are bound to give thanks alway to God 
for yon, brethren, beloved of the Lord, because 
God hath from the beginning chosen yon to 
salTation through sanctification of the spirit and 
belief of the truth : whereunto he called you by 
onr gospel^ to the obtaining of the glory of our 
Lord Jesus Christ." 2 Thess. ii. 13, 14. 

** Sleet according to the foreknowledge of 
God the Father, through sanctificatioii oi V!ieke 
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spirit unto obedience, and sprinkling of the 
blood of Jesns Christ, &c." 1 Peter i. 2. 

It is pleasing to write on a subject \i'hich is 
plainly and f ally revealed in scripture : this is most 
evidently the case with respect to the subject 
under consideration* The passages cited above, 
contain a full description of the subject to be 
examined : in discussing which, we propose — 

I* To State the Doctrine. 

II. To Prove its Truth. 

III. To Answer Objections. 

IV. To Show its Importance. 
V.' To Make Application. 

CHAP. 1. 

STATE THE DOCTRINE. 

What we understand by the doctrine of 
Election, may be included in the following 
propositions. — 

1. God has chosen persons to Salvation. 

2. He has chosen them in Christ. 

3. He has chosen them before the Foundation 

of the World. 

4. He has chosen them to be Holy. 

5. He has chosen them of Sovereign Grace. 

6. He has chosen them according to his 

Divine Purpose. 
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Section 1. God has chosen persons to Sal- 

vaiion. 

What an infinite namber God has chosen! 
and chosen them to salvation ! What salvation? 
-—From all sin and misery ; and the enjoyment 
of grace and glory. That the Apostle means the 
salvation we have mentioned, is evident from 
the passages we have cited as the foundation of 
the sabject* 

They are chosen to be holy, and without 
blame before God, in love* They are predesti- 
nated to the adoption of children by Jesus 
Christ, according to the good pleasure of his 
will. They are accepted in the beloved ; in 
whom they have redemption by his blood, the 
forg^iveness of sins, according to the riches of 
his grace. They have obtained an inheritance, 
being predestinated according to the purpose of 
him who worketh all things after the counsel of 
his own will. Hence they are quickened when 
dead in sin ; are God*s workmanship, created 
in Christ Jesus unto good works ; are made 
nigh by the blood of Christ, and have peace 
with God; are no more strangers and foreigners, 
but fellow citizens with the saints, and compose 
a part of the family of heaven. 

This language comprehends all thalNveVi^N^ 
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included in the term Salvation. To consider the 
term in a more limited sense, wonld be very 
contrary to the sacred scriptares, deprive the 
saints of their greatest privileges, and greatly 
derogate from the glory of divine grace. 

The same glorious truth is declared in the 
apostle's address to the Thessalonians. They 
were chosen to salvation, through Siwctifi- 
cation of the spirit and belief of the truth: 
whereunto they were called by the gospel, to 
the obtaining — of what ? The glory of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. It is evident that the choosing 
— sanctification, belief — calling — and glory — 
are all from God, who hath loved us, and hath 
given us everlasting consolation, and good hope 
through grace. And who, accordingly, will 
comfort the hearts of his chosen people, stablisli 
them in every good word and work, and meeton 
them for the enjoyment of the felicity of heaven. 

The language of the apostle Peter is equally 
clear, full, and expressive. He writes to the 
saints as elect through sanctification of the spirit 
unto obedience, and sprinkling of the blood of 
Jesus Christ — to whom grace and peace will 
be multiplied. They are begotten again to a 
lively hope, by the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible, 
undefiled, and that fadeth not away ; — they are 
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kept by the power of God, through faith, unto 
salvatioQy and all the trials of their faith will be 
foand unto praise, and honour, and glory, at 
the appesuring of Jesus Christ; when they will 
receive the end of their faith, even the salvation 
of their souls. 

O what glorious and precious truths are these! 
Who can wonder that the inspired apostles 
should break out into praises and thanksgivings 
unto God, for his abundant mercy and grace, 
displayed in blessing us with, all spiritual 
blessings in Christ Jesus! O that we did 
but more fully understand and eigoy these 
unspeakable privileges ! then should we with 
heart, imd voice, and life, join in their praises. 

The divine choice is the source whence alL 
our blessings, temporal, spiritual, and eternal, 
flow. The persons are chosen to be made 
inconceivably happy in the enjoyment of God 
through all eternity. God is the fountain of all 
blessedness and felicity. He takes infinite 
delight in communicating happiness to his 
creatures. Angels enjoy his delightful presence. 
Man, in Paradise, enjoyed communion with 
his Maker. But, alas, he sinned, fell, and 
deprived himself of that blissful state ! Man 
is now become depraved, guilty, wretched, 
and miserable ! Not a gleam of hope appears. 
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bat what proceeds from the mercy and grace of 
God, revealed in the Saviour Jesns Chrisl. 

God has not left mankind in this deplorable 
condition ; nor has he left the salvation of 
all at uncertainty ; but he has chosen infinite 
millions of all nations, kingdoms, tongues, and 
languages of people, to be delivered from their 
guilt and misery, restored to the divine favour, 
and made blessed in heaven for ever. Their 
salvation is made absolutely certain. No power 
can prevent its accomplishment ; for the mouth 
of the Lord hath spoken it, and he will 
perform it in due season. He saith, ** Mine 
elect shall long enjoy the works of their hands." 
They shall enjoy the kingdom prepared for them 
from the foundation of the world. 

O believer ! what sweet consolation must 
it yield in tracing all your blessings to this 
source of divine love, and distinguishing grace! 
''You have not chosen me, but I have chosen 
you." — What a motive to love, gratitude, and 
obedience ! 

Section 2. God has chosen them in Christ. 

He has chosen them in him as their Head and 
Representative — as their Mediator, Saviour, 
Redeemer, and Advocate. They are given to 
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Christy and committed to his care; and their 
salvation entirely depends npon his undertaking 
and completing the work of their redemption. 
But is their state precarious ?, Are they in a 
state of uncertainty ? No ! blessed be God, He 
hath laid help upon one that is mighty to save. — 
*'He hath put all things under his feet, and 
given him to be Head over all things to the 
church, which is his body, the fulness of him 
that filleth all in all." <' The Father hath given 
him power over all flesh, that he should give 
eternal life to as many as He hath given him/' 

Will not the Saviour give eternal life to as 
many as the Father has given him? Yes : see 
the apostle's representation given in Rom. v. 12. 
— From this passage we observe, that Adam and 
Christ are considered as public persons : one 
representing the whole human race, the other 
representiog the whole church, — all that are, 
and ever will be, gathered and united to him as 
their liviog head and Saviour. As death came 
by Adam, so life, with all spiritual blessings, 
came by Jesus Christ. What consolation do 
they afford to the believing heart! " Ghrace of 
God, and the gift by grace, which is by one 
man, Jesas Christ, hath abounded unto many. 
The free gift is of many offences unto juetifica* 
tion. They who receive abundance of ^ra^^^ 
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and of the gift of righteousness, shall reign in 
life by one Jesus Christ. By the righteousness 
of pn^, the free gift came upon all men anto 
justification of life. By the obedience of one^ 
shall many be made righteous. Where sin 
abounded, grace did much more abound : that as 
sin hath reigned unto death, even so mi^ht 
grace reign through righteousness unto eternal 
life by Jesus Christ our Lord." 

What benefits and blessings flow from Christ 
the Head, to all the members of his mystical 
body ! To whom will they apply in their full, 
saving f and eternal consequences ? With absolute 
certainty to those who were given to Christ, 
who were chosen in him, as their Head, 
Representative, Surety, and Redeemer. ** All 
that the Father giveth to me shall come 
to me, and whosoever cometh to me I will 
in no wise cast out." Christ engaged for them ; 
and for them sustains, and savingly executes 
the offices of Prophet, Priest, and King. 
He assumed their nature, lived, died, rose, 
ascended, and is now exalted at the right hand 
of God, that he might accomplish the salvation 
of those who were committed to him by the 
Father. Christ saith, ''This is the Father's 
will who hath sent me, that of all whom he 
bath given me I should lose nothing, but should 
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raise it up again at the last day." Christ 
will be faithfal to his trust. 

They were chosen in Christ, not only to 
enjoy the means of • grace, but grace here, 
and glory hereafter; — not only to enjoy the 
favour of God for a time upon earth, but to 
enjoy his favour for ever in the kingdom of 
heaven ; — not only to be called by divine grace, 
but to be preserved by the power of God, 
through faith, unto salvation. 

Hence, the objection — *• That election ren- 
ders Christ and his redemption needless," 
can have no place according to this statement 
of the doctrine. It shows Christ to be all in all, 
and endears him to the pious person. To the 
believer, how precious does the Saviour appear, 
in his person, his covenant engagements, his 
obedience unto death, his exaltation in heaven, 
his offices, his relations, his renewing, sancti- 
fying, supporting, and comforting grace ! He 
is indeed, to the believer, the chiefest among 
ten thousand, and altogether lovely ! 

Hence also, we perceive, that whilst we 
read and acknowledge, that *' God is (through 
Christ) the Saviour of all men, specially of 
those that believe ;*' yet we must not suppose 
that Ood has left the salvation of all men at 
uncertainty, whether any should be\\«Ne ox Xkn\.\ 
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for it is abundaotly evident, that he has given 
to Christ an innnmerable maltitudey who will be 
brought in the way of faith, repentance, and 
holiness, to the mansions of glory, as the 
reward of the sufferings of his dear Son. 



Section 3. He has chosen them from eternity^ 
or be/ore the foundation of the world. 

Christ was verily fore-ordained before the 

foundation of the world. 

When Christ was chosen and appointed as 
their Redeemer, they were, of course, chosen 
and given to him, to be redeemed by his blood, 
and exalted to glory : hence we hear the 
Saviour praying for them thus : *' Father, I will 
that they also whom thou hast given me, be 
with me where I am ; that they may behold my 
glory which thou hast given me : for thou lovedst 
me before the foundation of the world." And 
we hear him declaring, ^' Thou hast loved them, 
as thou hast loved me." — John xvii. 23. The 
Father hath loved the Son with an infinite, 
eternal, and unchangeable love ; and yet the 
Son declares, '* Thou hast loved them, as thoa 
hast loved me ! " O sweet language ! Whence 
does it flow ? From that pure river of love and 
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mercy, proceeding from the throne of God and 
the Lamb. 

After reading sach langaage as this from the 
Saviour, we do not wonder to bear tbe apostle 
assert tbat they are chosen in Christ before the 
foundation of tbe world, (nor do we scrapie to 
take tbe words in their proper sense.) Indeed, 
such are the nature and perfections of the 
Divine Being, that it cannot be otherwise : 
** for, known unto God are all his works, from 
the beginning." — Acts xv. 18. If all the 
works of God were kno¥ni unto him from the 
beginning, then this great and important work 
of choosing so many millions of lost sinners in 
Christ, as their Redeemer, was known to him, 
and effected by him. 

There is nothing new to God : He sees all 
things, past, present, and future, at one view; 
and knows tbem with an absolute certainty* 

The apostle teaches the same doctrine in his 
epistle to the Thessalonians : " He hath from 
the beginning chosen you to salvation." ''From 
the beginning*' is sometimes taken to signify 
eternity. In this sense it must be taken here. 
For the apostle ispeaks of their being chosen to 
solvation from the beginning, and of their being 
ccJled to salvation by the gospel* They were 
called to salvation in time, — and when were 
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tbey chosen ? donbtless, according to tibe 
purpose of God, from eternity, or before the 
fbandation of the world, as the apostle asserts, 
Ep&. i. 4. It will be in vain to fix any other 
period as the time of their election* 

This important and delightfal truth is also 
contained in the 2d Epistle to Tim. i. 9. ''He 
bath saved ns, and called ns with an holy 
calling, not according to onr works, but ac- 
cording to his own purpose and grace, which 
wtis given us in Christ Jesus before the world* 
began." When was this grace given ? Before 
the world began, or before the ages of the 
world. Given accbrding to the divine purpose-^ 
that eternal purpose mentioned In Eph. iii. 11. 
And according to the purpose of him, who 
worheth all things after the counsel of his 
own i^ill. Eph. i. 11. This is a purpose which 
precedes all the divine works, and therefore 
must be from eternity. 

Are you called by the Gospel ? Are you 
brought nigh to God by the blood of Christ? 
Have you received Christ as your Prophet, 
Priest, and King? Is fie trnly precious? Then 
you were chosen in Christ before the foun- 
dation of the world. God hath loved you as 
Ke hath loved Christ. He saith, "I have 
loved thee with an everlasting love, therefore 
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i^itb loving ki^ness bave I drAwn tbee.'^ 
^er. xxxi. 3. 

Section 4. Ood has chosen ikem to be hoh/^ 

Man being fallen^ guilty, poUutedy and belp- 
leHs, it was requisite that God sbonld proTide 
for bim accordingly, or be could never be 
restored to tbe divine image and favour. Witb^ 
ont bolinessx no man can see God, enjoy lum» 
or dwell in bis presence. Man being dead in 
sin, could never recover bimself. Ood, in bis 
infinitely wise, boly, rigbteons, and merciful 
plan of salvation, bas provided for the comphte 
reetoration of bis people. He has chosen them 
in Christ to be holy, without blame before bim 
in love : that is, to be separated for Grod'— 
called by divine grace — ^renewed by tbe Holy 
Spirit — ^united to Christ by faitb-^and sanctified 
wholly in spirit, soul, and bocfy, and preserved 
blameless unto the coming of tiie Lord Jesus 
Christ. . 

The Saints are created in Christ Jeeus to 
good works, which God bath before ordttined 
that they should walk in them. They are blame- 
less before God in love": they love God, bis 
word, bis ways, bis ordinances, bis p^ 
and mankind. Thoj eserdbe themaol 
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keep a conscience void of offence both toward 
God and man. As the elect of God, holy and 
beloved, they pat on bowels of mercies, kind- 
ness, hambleness of mind, meekness, long- 
suffering, forbearing and forgiving, as God for 
Christ's sake hath forgiven them. They bring 
forth tho' fruits of the Spirit. Gal* v. 22. In^ 
deed, they are chosen to this state ; they are 
redeemed by Christ to be a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works ; they are renewed^ 
enlightened, taught, guided, comforted, and 
sweetly inclined by the Spirit to this holy con- 
versation. They take no glory to themselves, 
but ascribe the whole glory to Grod and his 
distinguishing grace. They know and feel, that 
jt is not by works of righteousness which they 
have done, but according to his mercy he saVeth 
them, by the washing of regeneration, and the 
renewing of the Holy Ghost. Tit. iii. 4. 

The Spirit of God is the efficient cause of all 
true holiness : and the people of God are choseik 
through sanctification of the Spirit unto obe- 
dience. 

The subject of holiness is man a rational 
creature, made upright but fallen. He is re- 
newed after the image, of .God in knowledge, 
righteousniess, and true holiness. Being univer- 
sally depraved, be is universally renewed. He 
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is bom again of the Spirit. He is quickened 
from the dead. He is become a new creature 
in Christ Jesus. His understanding is enlight- 
ened — his judgment is rightly informed con- 
cerning divine things — his heart is renewed, 
and become the seat of all pious and holy, 
affections — his conscience is purified from sin; 
by the blood of Christ, and the influence of the 
sacred Spirit, to serve the living and true God— 
bis tot// is inclined, and persuaded to choose 
God, embrace Christ, . and obey the gospel-— 
bis imagination is delivered from that vanity 
which is predominant, and brought under the 
influence and regulation of sptrttnal wisdom/ 
judgment and understanding — his memory 
retains, for pious reflection, those divine truths 
which have made a saving impression upon his 
heart. Indeed, aU the faculties and powers of 
the mind, and all the members of the body, 
partake of the renewing and sanctifying influ- 
ence of the Holy Spirit. Hence will proceed 
a newness of life, dominion over sin, living to 
God, lamenting the power and prevalency of 
indwelling sin, mortifying the deeds of the body 
by the Spirit of God, walking in the exercise 
of faith, love, hope, joy, peace, .and other graces 
of the Holy Spirit, and persevering therein 
unto eternal life. 



See Horn, vi, vil. viii. and many other parts 
of the sacred scripture. 

This work of boliuess, is begun, carried on, 
and completed, in the use of meant^ which God 
has appointed. " Whereuuto he hath called 
you by our' gospel." Indeed, the Spirit makes 
tise of the whole word of God in accomplishing 
Ibis great and glorious work. All scripture is 
given by inspiration of God, and is protitabte 
for doctrine, reproof. Sue. 2 Tim. iii. 16. The 
warnings, exhortations, promises, tbreatenings, 
and invitations, are made use of by the Holy 
Spirit, in convening, directing, instructing, 
preserving, eii[^>«rting, AtrMw;tb^Qifig fUi<d saan. 
tifying the elect. So that they are inclined, 
drawn, and excited, to walk in the ways of 
holiness, in a manner perfectly consistent with 
their nature as rational and intelligent beings. 
They read the word of God, and meditate 
on his works of providence and grace. They 
attend his ordinances, keep holy his sabbaths, 
and seek daily and hourly communion with 
him, through the mediation of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and by the gracious iufloence of the 
blessed Spirit. They work out their own 
saWatiott with fear and trembling, believing 
that it is God who worketh in them, both to 
will and to do, of bis good pleasure. They 
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watch and pray, lest they shoald enter into 
temptation. They cleave to the Redeemer, 
and count all things hut loss for him ; press 
toward the mark for the prize of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus ; set their 
affections on things aboye, and have their 
conversation in heaven, from whence they look 
for the Saviour. In fine, they walk by faith, 
as those pious and holy characters, of whom 
we read in the 11th chap, of ^ebrews• 

Though there may be a gre^t variety in 
the experience and conversation of the people 
of Godj yet they are all renewed after the 
image of God in knowledge, righteousness, 
and true holiness. 

From this statement, it appears, that several 
objections brought against this doctrine, are 
entirely groundless. It is objected, ''that 
election renders holiness and the means of grace 
unnecessary ; and likewise deprives man of his 
liberty." Whereas it makes hoHneu infallibly 
certain, . and the means absolutely necessary, 
because God has appointed them as the way 
to happiness : it also restor0s n)an to true 
liberty, and makes him, like Christ, the elect 
of Grod, who was perfectly boJy, and yet per- 
fectly free. 
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Let us proceed to show that-^ 

Section 5. Ood has chosen them of Sovereign 

Grace. 

What motive coald induce Jehovah to choose 
such a multitude of fallen, guilty, depraved, 
and miserable creatures, to redeem them by 
the death of his own Son, sanctify them by his 
Spirit, and make them perfectly blessed for 
ever ? Can we look to the fallen and guilty 
creaturey for a motive sufficient to influence the 
mind of Jehovah to assume such a stupendous 
undertaking ? The thought cannot be indulge 
for a moment: nor are we left for a moment 
in suspense respecting the origin of this 
gracious and benevolent transaction. The 
sacred scripture is exceedingly clear and full, 
in declaring the motive which influenced the 
mind of Jehovah, in choosing persons in Christ 
unto salvation — It was of grace. 

" It is according to the good pleasure of the 
divine will — ^To the praise of the glory of his 
grace — According to the riches ef his g^ce. 
Ephesians i. 5—7. You hath he quickened 
who were dead in trespasses and sins. Who 
did this? God, who is rich in mercy ^ for 
bis great love wherewith he loved us — By grt^s 
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ye are saved — That in the ages to oome lie 
might show the exceeding riches of his grace, 
in his kindness towards ns'throagh Christ Jesus.* 
For by grace are ye saved, through faith ; and 
that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God: 
not of works, lest any man should boast/' 
Ephesians ii. 1 — 9. Can any language be more 
plain and express to the purpose, than the 
passages cited above? What repetitions and' 
accnmulation of words the Spirit of God makes^ 
use of, to prevent boasting in man, and ascribe 
all the glory to the rich, free, and sovereign' 
grace. of God ! The Lord appears to havie.his 
whole heart and soul intent on magnifying, and 
displaying the riches of his grace ! Yea, and 
that not only in the ages to come in the 
present world, but in the world to come, 
throa^out ^ the ages of eternity ! Should 
aax hearts be cold and indifferent about that 
gtbrioos theme which so intensely engages 
the soul of Jehovah? Should we feel no^ 
eqsDtions of gratitude ? Shall we feel no 
desires, and use no endeavours to magnify 
the riches of divine grace, whereby we are 
deUveced from the wrath to come, and ex-. 
alted'to the joys of heaven? 

/She apostles' writings abound in passages 
mbiieh testify the same truth. 
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''Now oar Lord Jesus Christ himself, and 
Qoi, even our Father, who hath loved as, 
and given us everlasting consolation and good 
hope throagh grace, comfort your hearts, &c." 
~2 Thess. ii. 16. 

" ''Who hath saved us and called as with 
an holy calling, not according to oar works, 
bat according to his own purpose and grace, 
which was given as in Christ Jesus before 
the world began.'*— 2 Tim. i. 9. 

"Even so then at this present time also 
there is a remnant according to the eleciiou 
of gr€ic$. And if by grace, then it is no 
more of works : otherwise grace is no more 
p'oce. But if it be of works, then it is 
no more of grace: otherwise work is no 
more work." — Rom. xi. 5, 6. 

It is of infinite importance to a sinner, 
to know the spring whence his salvation 
flows. For want of this, many have sought 
unto broken cisterns, which contain no living 
waters. But when they have sought after 
salvation by grace, they have enjoyed a sweet 
peace, and have seen the pearly gates open 
to their admiring eyes ! They knew that 
they wanted a great salvation, and thought 
that some great thing must be done to obtain 
it But when they *foand the word nigh 
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them, even m tbeir woath and in their heart, 
th^t is, the word of faiths (a^d we majT 
say th.Q word of grace) they W^re ^topiah^^ 
at the goodness, mercy, and love of Jehovaht 
who could so freely bestow salvation on the 
vilest of siqoers ! They have exclaimed with 
the apostle, ''It is a saying worthy of $41 
acceptation^ that Christ Jesus came into the 
woirld to save sinners ; even the chief. And 
the grace of onr Lord Was exceeding abundant 
with faith and love which is in Christ JFesns.'- 

Salvation must, be of works or grace* If 
it be of works in whole or in part» eitb^ 
before or after conversion, then it cannot 
be of grace. This would entirely d^eol 
the purpote of God, and the dengn of tha 
gospel ; which is to magnify the ricbea of 
divine gra^e. Hence -the sacred scripture 
is so very plain, full, and express on thift 
point. Befqr^ their conversion^ mankind ara 
represented as dead in trespasses and sius, 
&c. Eph. ii, 1. See also the other epistlea. 
What awful descriptions are given of sin- 
ners in an unconverted state! What but 
divine grace ppuld produce a saving change ? 
After their cpnyersiont ^'It is God, whp 
worketh in then^ both to will and to do of 
hin gopd plQMnre.'WPhil« ii. 1^. 
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' They are not sufficient of themselves, as 
to think any thing of themselves, but are 
constrained to acknowledge that all their 
sufficiency is of God. — 2 Cor. iii. 6. 

Without Christ they can do nothing; He 
is the author and finisher of their faith. — 
John XV. 5. Heb. xii. 2. 

So that each is ready to unite with the 
apostle and say, ''By the grace of 6od| I 
am what I am." — ^ICor. xv. 10. 

Yea, so far are they from deserving this 
grace, that "It is of the Lord's mercies 
they are not consumed." — Lam. iii. 22. 

Every thing which sinful man touches, he 
defiles. Hence there must be an atonement 
for the holy sanctuary-^the tabernacle—the 
altar — the priests — ^and all the people. — Lev. 
xvi. 16, 33. Jesus Christ, their Advocate 
with the Father, must bear the iniquity of 
their most holy things. — Ex. xxviii. 38.- 

Job was so sensible of his sin and pollu- 
tion, that he abhorred himself, and repentckl 
in dust and ashei^. — Job xlii. 6. 

The prophet Isaiah exclaims "Woe is me! 
for I am undone ; for I am a man of un- 
clean lips, - and I dwell in the midst of a 
people of unclean lips." — Isaiah vi. 5. 

The apostle Paul deeply laments' bia de* 
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praviiy in that most pathetic complaint; ''O 
wretched man that I am! who shall deliver 
me from the body of this death?*' The 
other, apostles make the same humble con- 
fessions. 

Where are boasting and glorying then? 
they are excluded , and the Lord alone must 
be exalted. — 1 Cor. i. 29 — 31. 

Are yon chosen, called, and saved by grace ? 
then, bless God for the riches of his grace 
which you have received, and look . unto 
him for constant, supplies of directing, sup- 
porting, comforting, strengthening, sanctifying 
and persevering grace ; that the good work 
wl^ch is begun, may be performed until the 
day of Jesus Christ. And, O ! let sinners, even 
the chief, . who feel their need of Christ, apply 
unto him for grace, mercy, and salvation, for 
he will cast out none that come unto the Father 
through him as the Saviour. 

Section 6. God has chosen them according to 

his divine purpose. 

The choice, calling,' salvation, and all the 
blessings connected with them, are according 
to the divine and eternal purpose. All the 
transactions of God, rj^lative to the cVn^qx^^ 
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*' The counsel of the Lord slandeih . for. 
aver." ''There is no wisdom or counscfl 
against the Lord." ''If this coansel be of 
the Lord^ ye cannot overthrow it." "As I 
have purposed, so shall it stand.'* " The 
Lord hath purposed, and who shall disannul 
it?" "My counsel shall stand, and 1 will 
do all my pleasure." " I have purposed it, 
and I will do it" " Thy counsels of old. 
are faithfulness and truth" "God is unm-, 
derful in counsel" " He is great in conn- 
set ^^^ mighty in work." 

"Who hftth known the mind of the Lord 
or who hath been his counsellor?" "Of him» 
through him^ and to him, are all things; to 
whpm.be glory for even Amen."— Rom. xi. 34. 

According to this infinitely wise, holy, firm, 
and gracious counsel of Jehovah, was the 
great work of redemption planned, and must 
ijQ due time be accomplished, to the glory 
,of God, and the everlasting salvation of the 
whole church ! 

How exceedingly pleasant for a pious per* 
son to reflect that he was chosen in Christ 
to eternal life, before the foundation of the 
world was laid ! Although sinful, both by 
nature and practice, yet chosen to be renewed 
and sanctified here, and made perfectly holy 
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and happy hereafter in heaven for ever ! 
Chosen of free, sovereign, and boundless 
grace, that might have been withheld without 
the least charge of injustice on the part of 
Jehovah : yea, that, in strict justice, must have 
been withheld, and the soul have perished ! 
— Chosen according to the divine purpose, 
which renders the salvation infallibly certain ! 

Bat this is not the place to enlarge on 
the application of our subject. We must 
proceed to defend its truth. 

Though, to an attentive and impartial reader, 
it will evidently appear that the preceding 
statement has been clearly and directly con- 
firmed from the sacred scriptures, yet, as 
the general principle, as well as the par- 
ticalar parts of the subject, will admit of 
further confirmation, we shall proceed to 
the second part of the subject, to prove 
its truth* 
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CHAP. II. 
THE DOCTRIN^ Jf ROVED. 

It may be proved from Reaemt^ Scripiure, 

and Experience. 

SECT. I. FROM REASON. 

1* From the design of God in sending Christ. 

God mast have some design in sendiiig 
Cbrist into the world. This design or de- 
terminationi was to sai9€ mankind. That he 
did not design or determine, so as to render 
certain, the Salvation of all mankind U posi- 
tively declared in the scriptare, and generally 
acknowledged. Then his design or determi- 
nation was to save, by his grace, a part 
of mankind, so as to render their salva- 
tion certain: otherwise there would be no 
certainty of the salvation of any indit)idtial^ 
and consequently the purpose of God might 
be frustrated, and Christ might come and 
*die in vain. For the salvation of men must 
be determined, either by an act of 6od^s 
grace, or in consequence of some act per- 
formed by man. But can we believe that 
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tbe inSnitely wise, haly and mercifal Jehovah^ 
would form sach a plan as be has done; 
enter into covenant«engagements with his Son, 
send him into J|tu|||. world, deliver him np to 
suffer the most Shameful, painful, and cursed 
death, exalt him at his own right hwd in 
heavenly places; pour out his Spirit in a 
most miraeuious manner; make the most po* 
sitive and sacred promises ; conyert thousands 
and miHiona of preciovts souls ; and then 
feaive the result of the whole to be. deter- 
mined by knunan ageney^-^y fftlJ^t^f depraved 
man ? Who can believe this ! Yet this 
mnat be ihe case, nnless God has determined 
to save, by his grace, a certain number^ as 
we hvre stated in tke former chapter. 

Would not such conduct be contrary to 
reason:? Contrary to the common dealings 
mi mankind? for they wonld not aot at 
MMsfa uncertainty, if it were in their pow^ 
to ensure success. Is it not contrary to 
M that God has revealed concerning his 
nature, perfections, purposes and transactions ? 
He saith, ''My counsel shall stand, and J 
will do aU my pleasure." He katb lAt 
daaigned that his Son should suffisr in vain, 
•r his rewarit be uncertain. But be kath 
pramised tiiat he shall see the travail ^ Vfi& 



44 

soal and be satisfied. — ris. liii. 10. Heoce 
the truth of our doctrine appears^. 

It is evident — • - 

2. From the Omniscience of God. 

God knows all things past, present, and 
to come. He therefore knew from eternity, 
the ''elect that wiil be gathered from all 
quarters of the earth." He knew they 
would be sayed ; saved by his grace ; saved 
through Christ; saved by the washing of 
regeneration and the renewing of the Holy 
Ghosty shed on them abundantly through 
Jesus Christ, who is the author and finisher 
of our faith. He knew they would be saved 
in consequence of his working in them both 
to will and to do of his good pleasure. He 
deteriyiined that they should be saved in this 
manner. Are not these truths generally 
acknowledged? And do they not include 
the doctrine of Election, as stated above? 

Again, it is granted that God did certainly 
afid infallibly foreknow from eternity, that a 
great multitude which no man can number, 
of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and 
tongues, will stand before the thronCf and 
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before the Lamb, clothed with white robes» 
and palms in their bands, &;c. — Rev. 7. 9. 
Did God merely know that such an inna- 
merable company would be raised from the 
depths of sin and misery, 1o this state of 
glory and bliss; — or did he also contrive, 
influence, and determine to accomplish, by 
his grace, this great and glorious work? 
If he did determine, — the doctrine is infal- 
libly proved. If He did not determine, 
how could it be known as certain? Or, if 
certain, by whom, or on what account, was it 
determined? And who is to have the glory 
of determining the most divine and wonderful 
event that was ever known? 

Surely then, unless we acknowledge that 
God did ordain as well as foreknow this 
glorious event, we must allow it to be 
uncertain, or give the glory to some other 
being or beings! But God is jealous for 
his own glory, neither will he give it to 
another* And the doctrine which has been 
stated; both renders the event certain, and 
g^ves aU the glory to God, to whom it is 
most justly due. Hence its truth evidently 
appears. 
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We proceed to confirm the troth . 
3. jPVoffi the Indepen/denee of Qod 

It is acknowledged that the true God is 
the infinite, eternal, self-existent, snd inde- 
pendent Jehovah. He is the almighty 
Sovereign of the universe, from whom 
proceedeth every good and perfect gift. Of 
whom, and to whom, and throagh whom, are 
all things: to whom lie glory for ever. 
Amen. 

The apostle asserts that God has choseii 
persons to salvation; that he has chosen 
them in Christ Jesus ; chosen them before 
the foundation of the world; chosen them 
to be holy ; chosen them according to the 
good pleasure of Ms wilJi to the praise of 
die glory of his grace. This is perfectly 
agreeable to the independent natWe aiid 
perfections of the Divine Being. 

Shalt we say, that the Lord Jehovah 
<:fannot do this 6f himself, without behig 
dependelttt on the will or power of the erea^ 
tute to determine the event? Shall we say 
that God has not done, and cannot do mofe 
for the redemption of lost men, than put 
them in a state of obtaining salvation by 
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performing certain eandiiioni ; which, not being 
performed 9 they must perish ? Was it not 
in his power to render the salvation of any 
certain by enMing them to perform the con- 
ditione; sach as faith, repentance, holiness, 
and perseverance ? If he coald not do this, 
where is the independence of the Almighty 
Sovereign of the universe? How can it be 
said, that of him, and through him, and to 
him, are all good things? 

The apostle aseerts that he has done it, 
and we cannot deny his power to do it, 
without depriving him of his sovereign right, 
and making him dependent on the creature. 
Bnt what can induce us to limit the Al- 
mig^hty in performing that which is truly 
goad? What can induce us to attempt to 
stop the streams of goodness which flow 
from tiie heart of a God of infinite love? 
and to bind up his almighty arm from ac- 
complishing his purposes of boundless grace 
and mercy? On what principles do we 
reason ?^ Where does our error lie? Alas! 
here is the fatal error! We jtUlge of the 
nature, perfections, and works of the living 
and irue God, from the philosophical notion 
of the human will! Instead of judging of 
Ae properties and op^e^i^tiona oi ISql^ "^^ 
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from the scriptures, we form oiur judgment 
of some of the most important doctrines; of 
the scripture, from the notion we have 
conceived of the nature of the human will. 
Hence the fatal errors that have ensued! 
and the persisting in them, notwithstanding 
the abundance of evidence from Scripiure 
facts ! 

The will of man is considered as pos** 
sessing a self-determining power, that is 
not consistent with the supreme and revealed 
will of 6od« And hence, when man is 
represented as possessing a self-determining, 
the Divine Being is denied the possession 
of the same prerogative : for they cannot 
exist together. But how long shall we exalt 
the creature above the Creator, who is 
blessed for ever ! Cannot man be a free 
agentf and yet be subordinate to the divine 
will? That man is a free agent, is as evi- 
dent as his existence. But that his free 
agency consists in a self'deiermining power 
that could bind, curtail, or limit the infinitely 
wise, holy, and merciful purpose of Jehovah, 
is as contrary to reason as it is to every 
part of his revealed will. To judge accu- 
rately and exactly, of the nature of the human 
will, is not in the power of man in his present 
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ftitaation.* But of some of the properties,, 
and of many of the operations of the will; 
we may form a correct judgment from the 
Scripture : and it is abondantly evident that 
the will of man with all its freedom, 
operates in subordination to the vnR of Ood.f 
And, indeed, how can it be otherwise, 
unless we would represent the independent 
Jehovah as purposing and acting in subor- 
dination to man? This precious doctrine 
then, stands . or falls with the independency 
of the divine Being. 

The truth is also evident — 

4. From the Immutabiliiy of Ood. 

God is unchangeable in his nature, per- 
fections, purposes, and word. He works 
all things after the counsel of his own will; 
and be hath declared with an oath, the 
immutability of his counsel. — Eph. i. 11. — 
Heb. 6. 17. Hence, in whatever period 
joa contemplate this counsel, you will find 
it tbe same. Whether you consider its 

* Hie greatest Philoaopliers do not agree in their sentiments 

on the subject. 
f-See Edwards on the WiU. Part II, Sect. VV. 

c 
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origin in the ages of eternity ; its revelation 
in tiiHe, and accomplishment by the Son i 
or its consummation, by bringing all the 
redeemed to glory: still you will find its 
contents the same. Hence we read that 
Christ was verily foreordained before the 
foundation of the world. And if Christ 
tras foreordained before the foundation of the 
world, to purchase the church with hiis 
own bloody then was the church also 
ordained with him» and constituted that 
seedy which Christ should see as the reward 
his sufierings. — Fs. Ixxxix. Isa. liii. 10. 

With God there is no variableness nor 
shadow of turning. He is the same from 
everlasiting to everlasting. He saith to all 
and every one of his people, "1 have loved 
thee with an everlasting love, therefore with 
loving-kindness have I drawn thee:" — and 
with loving^kindness will I crown thee. 

We proceed to establish the truth. 

5. JPh>m Moral Perfections of Ood; — as 
holiness, justice, and truth; goodness, 
lovSf and mercy. 

it is acknowledged that in the salvation 
of the church, itt bringing many sons to 
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glorj, God has displayed his perfections in 
the highest degree. The statement that we 
have giveii» is an abundant proof of the 
assertion. Without lessening, in the small- 
est degree, the display of these perfections, 
^ith regard to the world of mankind at 
large, it gives the brightest and most 
wonderful display of them,, with regard to 
the church. What can be a brighter 
display of God's holiness, than that which 
he has manifested in choosing unnumbered 
millions to be washed from their sins in the 
blood of Christ, sanctified wholly by his 
Spirit, and presented spotless before the 
presence of his glory? Had he done less 
for the salvation of the church, it must 
have lessened the display of this perfection, 
and all the other divine perfections. 

We have no such display of divine justice, 
as in setting forth Christ a propitiation for 
sin, thereby declaring his righteousness ; 
and then rewarding the Son with the enjoy« 
ment of the church, which he had purchased 
with his own blood. Nor do I see how 
the Father would have been just to the 
Son, if he had not ensured him a seed to 
reward his sufferings and death. This, I 
eoncelYe, could only be dpne in an ^dLeo^oAX^ 
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manner^ a» stated by tbe apoiitles. — Epb. i. 
4. 1 Peter i. 2. 

Tbe truth of God is equally dependent nppn 
tbis doctrine for its brigbtest display: indeed, 
were it not for tbis doctrine, tbe trntb of God, 
in a considerable degree, migbt never be dis- 
played at all. For, God batb given unto as 
many exceeding great and precioas promises, 
Tbese are all yea and amen in Cbrist Jesiis 
to tbe glory .of God. If those promises bad 
been made on conditions to be performed by 
man, be migbt. bave failed, and tbe promises 
become of no effect. In tbis case there would 
be no impeachment of tbe divine veracity, but 
there would be a want of tbe display of this 
perfection. The doctrine which we have stated, 
renders the accomplishment of all the promises 
certain, and fills heaven and earth, angels and 
redeemed, with everlasting praises to the God 
of mercy and truth ! 

. It must be evident to every one, that the 
.goodness, hve, and mercy of Jehovah, shine 
forth with infinite splendour in the divine 
^doctrine we bave stated. The inspired writers 
seem at a loss for words to express their 
^exalted sentiments on the wonderful love, 
■ mercy, and goodness of God, displayed in the 
salvation of t)ie church. They represent tbe 
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ex^Brcise of these perfections of Jehovah in the 
salvation of the charch, as infinite, eternal, 
unchangeable, and sovereign — not proceeding 
^froin any thing in the creature, but " accord- 
ing to his good pleasare, which he hath pur- 
posed in himself,^' The statement which has 
been given perfectly accords with the inspired 
writers, and presents the brightest display of 
the divine perfections, in the redemption and 
salvation of the church by the Lord Jesu6 
Christ. This glorious theme will fill heaven 
with everlasting praises. Rev. v. 9. 

But if God had not taken this method of 
displaying his perfections, they might nevar 
have been displayed at all. For, if 6pd had 
not chosen them, they might never have diosen 
Aim. If God had not chosen them of his own 
free, rich, and sovereign grace, they might 
never have falfilled any conditions, that woald 
have induced him to make choice of them. If 
God had not chosen them in Christ, they might 
never have received Christ If God had not 

chosen them to be holy, they might never have 
made themselves holy. If God had not chosen 
them in Christ, to display all his perfections 
in their salvation, they might, notwithstanding 
the best means, have neglected Christ, and 
iiis perfections would-be displayed in ttevt 
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oim^hmnaiion 1 O ihen, to grace! — to free, 
.^vereign, and nnchangeable love, how great a 
debtor ! Not unto us, O Lord, but unto thy 
name of love and mercy, be the praise ! Amen, 
and Amen, may every believing heart rejoin. 

Thus the doctrine is agreeable to reason : 
God has abounded herein with all wisdom and 
prudence, ''To the intent that now ante the 
pripcipalities and powers in heavenly places, 
might be known by the church the manifold 
wisdom of God, according to the eternal par- 
pose which .he purposed in Christ Jesus ouf 
tiotd. Eph. iii. 10, 11. God has wisely con- 
trived and ensured the brightest display of his 
own perfections and glory. As it is a reasonable 
doctrine, so it certainly is a scriptural doctrine ; 
and we now proceed to establish its truth from 
the word of God. 



SECTION n. 
From Sacred Scripture. 

We may trace the history of this doctrine 
from the beginning of the world. It evidently 
runs through the Old Testament, proceeds to 
the New Testament, and complete the inspired 
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yolame. That Abel, and Enoch, and Noaf^p 
celebrated for their faith, possessed the faith 
pf GoiTs ekct, no person, who believes the 
scripture, can for a moment doubt. Abram 
was selected from his countrymen and 
kindred, and called to walk with God. 
j^bram was not chosen, and called, and blessed^ 
and made a blessing, for any worthiness in him- 
self, (this would destroy the whole design of 
God in the redemption of man) but be was . 
chosen '' according to the purpose of him who 
worketh all things after the counsel of his own 
will." Imooc and Jacob were chosen in the 
same name. ** Not as though the word of 
God hath taken none effect: for they are not 
all Israel, who are of Israel. Neither, because 
they are the seed of Abraham, are they all 
children : but, in Isaac shall thy seed be called. 
That is, they who are the children of the flesh« 
these are not the children of God : but the 
children of the promise are counted for the seed^ 
For this is Uie word of promise. At this 
time will I come» and Sarah shall have a son. 
And not only this, but when Rebecca also had 
conceived by one, by our father Isaac (for the 
children being pot yet born, neither having 
dona any good or evil, that the purpose of God 
aocordiiig to «/ec<tpft ipight stand, not of DDOvfe^, 
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but of him that calleth:) it was said udIo her. 
The elder shall servo the younger. As it is 
written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I 
hated — loved leas. Rom. is. 6 — 13. 

This is a plain scripture testimony of God's 
peculiar and electing love to Isaac and Jacob : 
and it will apply to all the promised spiritual 
seed. 

It shoald be observed — 

1. That the apostle is here speakiD^ uf 
all spiritual and saving privileges and promises, 
which belong to the whole church. 

2. That these privileges and promises mast 
be savingly applied .• otherwise the word of 
God would take none effect ; which would be 
most dishonorable to a faithful covenant God. 

3. That there is a promised seed, to whom 
these privileges will infallibly be rendered 
effectual to their salvation : and this seed con- 
stitutes the elect of God according to his pur- 
pose of grace. 

This sentiment is further conGrmed and illus- 
trated in the sacred writings. The Lord 
declares, by Moses, concerning the Israelites, 
"For thou art an holy people unto the Lord 
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thy Ood : the Lord thy God hath chosen thee 
to be a special people unto himself above all the 
people that are upon the face of the earth." 
Deat. vii. 6. This establishes the general 
principle of oar doctrine with respect to Israel 
as a nation. Out of them again were chosen 
persons to eternal life — to grace and glory : 
this will appear evident, by comparing two or 
•three passages of scripture. See 1 Kings six. 
18, '* Yet have I left me- (reserved) seven 
thousand in Israel, all the knees which have 
not bowed unto Baal/' 

Compare Rom. xi. 1 — 6. ^'I say then. 

Hath God cast away his people? Grod forbid! 

For / also am an Israelite, of the seed of 

Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. God 

hath not cast away his people whom he 

foreknew" (As he foreknew the apostle, 

and all believers, as the objects of his free 

lave and choice.) ^'Know ye not what the 

Scripture saith of Elijah ? how he maketh 

inteircession to God against Israel, saying, 

liord ! they have killed thy prophets, and 

digged down thine altars; and I am left 

alone, and they seek my life. But what 

siaith the answer • of God unto him ? I have 

reserved unto myself seven thousand men, 

who have not bowed t|ie knee to Wi^ \\^^%% 



mt Baal. Even so ^en at this present time 
tiho there is a remBaot according to the 
eleciion of grace. And if by grace, then it is 
no more of workn : otherwise grace is no more 
grace,' &c/' 

Hence it appears, that T?hi1st the Israelites 
as a body, neglected the privileges with 
which they wepe favored, there were persons 
whom Oed had chosen by his gr€ice, called the 
promised seed, who did spiritnaUy and savingly 
enjoy Aose privileges, and obtained etemitl 
life. Rom. ix. 8, xi. 7. 

Biesides, it is evident that the apostle Paul 
places the <;hareh of true believers under the 
Old Testament, among the elect, of whom be 
is'persaaded IJiat no power can separate them 
from Ifae 1ov« e{ God which is in Christ Jesns. 
Compare Ps. xliv. with Rom. viii. 28 — 39. 

Concerning titede persons, the Psalmist ex- 
daims, '* Blessed is the man whcnn thoii 
iiifoosest and causest to approach imto thee^ 
that he inay dwell in thy courts : we shall be 
satisfied with the goodness ef thy house, evefa 
of thy holy temple." Ps. Ixv. 4. 

The Psalms are foil of the rich experience 
tff Ihose persons. The prophet Isaiah alludes 
to them in ^ap. i. 9. ** Except the Lord 
4gf liosis bad Kiift tiiftQ ub « very umatt remnant 
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we s]|€^Id hay^ beea as Sodoin^ wd we ^hfi^nl^ 
ifc^ye tf^ea like mito Gpmorrab." ^^nd in jcbap^ 
Ixv. 22 — " Mine elect shall long enjjoy tbi^ 
wi^s of their hands^ &c.'^ Jeirei^i^ is jf^ 
eminent example and proof of this imjp^orjt^ 
doctrine: chap. i. 4 — "BefOjre I formed tl^e^ 
in the helly.I knew thee— ^i^iictified th^ ^u^ 
ordained thee a prophet." An^ chap, ^x^u 3 
— '* fhe Lord hath appeaned ,of old ^to pie^ 
^ying, Yea, I havfi loved thee with an ,everr 
lasting love : therefore with loving kindne^ 
have I drawn thee." This will apply* n<4 
pnly tp the prophet, liat to the whole churchy 
and to every individual who i^ dr$i,w];i untp 
Christ in a saving manner. Johi;! i^i. 44 — 
3*he prophet Joel speaks of them, a^ tfaose 
who call upon the Lord and ai;e delivered, q^ 
3aved. Chap. ii. 32. And the prophet Jii^alar 
chi, as saved through the unchangeable love 
and mercy of J^ehovah ; leading them to fei|r 
the Lord, trust in Christy repent of their sins, 
And walk ^humbly with their Gpfl* Chap, iii? 

6. 16.- 

As the dpctrii|e runs through the Old Tes- 
tament, 30 it is abundantly confirmed in the 

New. 

: W^hen Christ sent out his seventy apostles 

to 4pireaoli and tP .b«ai» they r0t;uri9M^ ^%^ 
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with joy, saying. Lord, even the devils are 
subject anto US through thy name. The Saviour 
said unto them, ''In this rejoice not, that 
the spirits are subject unto you ; but rather 
rejoice, because your names are written in 
heaven. Luke x. 17, 20. How were they 
written* there? By the foreknowledge of God ; 
" For he knoweth them them that are his." 
2 Tim. ii. 19. When were they written there ? 
*' From the foundation of the world." Rev. xvii. 
8. And may we not say, '' Before the foun* 
dation of the world, when Christ was loved as 
their Redeemer, and they were choisen in him ? 
QTohn xvii. Eph. i. 

It is a' subject on which the Saviour delighted 
to' dwell, ^or is it at all surprising, that he 
should often speak of those who are so dear 
to him ; who have engaged his heart from 
eternity, and will be the sure reward of bis 
pains and agonies. When complaining of the 
unbelieving Jews, he adds, '.'AH that the Father 
yiveth me shall come to me ; and him that <)ometh 
to me I will in no wise cast out. For I came 
down from heaven not to do mine own will, but 
the will of him that sent me. And this is the 
Fathers will who hath sent me, that of all 
whom he hath given me^I should lose nothing, 
but should r&ise it up again at the last day/' 
John vi. 37—39. 
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* • 

In this passage we are taaghti that there 
are persons whom the Father giveth, or hath 
^veti, onto Christ; that these persons shall 
certainly come onto him, and as certainly be 
Baved .• — for it is the Father's will, that of 
tbem whom he hath given to Christ, he should 
lose noney bat raise them np again at the last 
day, and give them eternal life. Hence they 
are drawnhy the Father nnto Christ ; they are 
all taught of God, and by Uiese means come 
onto Christ and are saved, v. 44, 45. 

Concerning these persons, Christ saith, I 
am come that they might have life, and that 
they might have it more abundantly. What 
life does Christ mean that they shall have? 
Certainly — spiritnal and eternal life. Nothing 
less will satisfy the compassionate heart of 
the Saviour, and nothing shall be wanting on 
hts part to accomplish this grand and benevo- 
lent design ; neither will he tarn away back 
nor quit the. world, until he can say, ''It is 
jfinished.'* Hence, it follows, ** I am the good 
Shepherd : ttie^ good. Shepherd giveth his life 
for the sheep. • I am the good Shepherd and 
know my sheep,' 2Lnd Qxa known of mine. As 
the Father knoweth me, even so know I the 
Father, and I lay down my life for the aheep. 
And other sheep I have which are wol oi ^^> 
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Cold : them also I must bring, and they aball 
hear mj voice; and there shall be one £old 
and one Shepherd. My sheep hear my voioBf 
Mid I know ihem, and they follow me : and / 
five unto them eternal hfe ; imd they shajU 
never perish, neither shall any pluck then^ 
out of my hand. My Father who gave them 
me, is greater than aU; and nofie is Me to 
pluck them oat of my Father's hand. John x* 
10, 11, 14-16. 27—29. 

What language can e3s:press more definitely, 
->— what language can express more strongly, — 
what language can express more comfortably, 
— that there are persons whom the Father 
hath given unto Chdst that they might not 
perish, but have eternal life ? And given before 
" Christ came into this world ; for he came to 
sawe 4hea. 

What precious life-giving words are these! 
Well might .the church say of Chast, ^'Bis 
mouth is most 43weet ! He is altogether lovely 1 
Cant. v. 16. 

Believe, pray for the spirit of .God to enable 
you with ail meekness, lowliness, and thankful-^ 
ness of heart, to meditate on these gracious 
wordfi of your Redeemer. How will it add 
to your comfort, support, and joy, to have ap 
esperimental knowledge of th^fte M<!|H>if!tW^ 
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isruti^ ! But for what purpose has 4he SaviiMir 
revealed them, if not for the UMtruction, 4>on- 
soiatioii, and sanetiflcatioB of his peojfde ? 

The same strain of ^vine and peculiar love 
is oontinaed in the 18th «nd foHowittg cbapteri. 
Baring loved his own whioh were in the world, 
he loved them nnto the end. fie instructs, 
eomfoTtSf encovrages, and ammates them 1^ 
the mpsl endearing and powerful motives, th«t 
infinite wisdom and love can invent and pro* 
pose. Amidst many other very precious, and 
'very important promises, he repeatedly pro« 
mises the Holy Ghost to be their guide, sanc- 
ilfier, and comforter ; and to abide with Ihem 
for ever. Lest they should entertain the least 
idea that these divine favors origiuated with 
themselves, or on their account, he expresriy 
^lls them, ** Ybu have not chosen me but I 
liave ohosen you.*^ JTohn xv. 16. 

He then pours out his soul to God his 
Slather, in the most * divine, tender, affec- 
tionate, and interesting prayer that was ever 
presented to the heavenly throne. This 
remarkable prayer, which is recorded in the 
17th <if John, is full of the doctrine which we 
are establishing, and lays open the fountain 
of grace and mercy; whence flows that 
jfiner, ihe istreams whereof make g^d <&» 
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city of God, the holy place of the' taber- 
nacles of the Most High. Frbm this 
prayer, we discover the secret transactions 
between the Father and the Son, concerning 
the salvation of mankind. It unfolds the 
divine purpose ; and we evidently see it to 
be a purpose of love — nothing but love-r 
divine, sovereign, eternal, and unchangeable 
love; referring both to the person of phrisi, 
and to those who were given io him of the 
Father. In pursuance of this purpose of 
love, and for its accomplishment, the Re- 
deemer prays, ''Father, the hour is come.; 
glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may 
glorify thee: as thou hast given him power 
over all flesh, that he should give eternal 
life to as many as thou hast given himJ' 
Giving to Christ, spoken of here, and in 
various other places, signifies the same as 
choosing in Christ; and the same blessed 
effects follow from the one as from the 
other: the persons^ the love, the salvation, 
&c. are the same : the Lord Jesus Christ 
is engaged to give them eternal life. . Will 
he not fulfil his engagement ? Yes, he 
knows that it is the will of his heavenly 
Father, that not one of them should perish ; 
and he could say, ''I have glorified, thee 
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on earth, I have finished the work which 
tbon gavest me to ' do." But Jesas 
Christ is not only engaged for that 
part of redemption which relates to his own 
obedience and sufferings ; he is equally 
engaged and concerned for the application 
of redemption, — and the preservation, sanc- 
tification, unity, and glorification of the 
whole church. This will evidently appear 
from the interesting prayer we are examin- 
ing. How are the blessings of redemption 
applied? ^'This is life eternal, that, they 
might know thee the only true 6od» and 
Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent/' v. 3. 
Christ imparts this knowledge : '* £ have 
manifested thy name uoto the men which 
thou gavest . me out of .the world: thine 
they were, and thou gavest them me; and 
tbey have kept thy word. Now they 
have known that all things whatsoever thou 
hast given me are of thee. For I have 
^ven unto them the words which thou 
gravest me ; and they have received them, and 
known surely that I came out from thee, and 
they have believed that thou didst send me." 
Thus he begins the good work in the 
hearts and lives of his people ; and then 
piays (or their preservation. 
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''I pray for them. Holy Father, kup 
tbroqgh thine owa name those whom thoa 
hast given me, that they may be one as we 
are. These things I speak that they might 
haxe my joy falfiiled in themselves. I pray 
not that thou shouldst take them out of the 
world, but that thou shouldst keep them 
from the evil." v. 9 — 16. 

He prays also for their aanctificaiwn* 
''Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word 
is truth. As thou hast sent me into the 
world, even so I also sent them into ths 
world, . And for their, sakes I sanctify 
myself, that they also might be sanctified 
through the truth." 17—19. 
' And for their unity. '' Neither pray I for these 
alone, but for then^ also which shall believe on 
me through their word ; that they all may be 
one ; as thou Father art in me, and I io 
thee, that they also may be one in UB.-r-T 
And the glory which thou gavest me I have 
given them; that they may be one even as 
we are one: I in them and thou in me, 
that they may be made perfect in one^ and 
that the world may know that thou hast 
sent me, and hast loved them as thou hast 
loved mer What divine language is thisl 
What a wonderful union is here described ! 
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ThoDgh we would not presume to define it, 
yet we know that the Savioar will not be 
disappointed in its foil accomplishment. And 
what must be its consummation? Glory ever^- 
<Iai3ting^. ** Father, I will that they also whom 
thou hast given me be with me where 
•I am; that they might behold my glory , 
which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst 
me before the foundation of the world." 
This prayer of the dear Redeemer, con- 
tains every thing which has been stated in 
the doctrine- of election. It also discovers 
a most wonderfnl . display of divine mercy, 
l^ire, tind sovereign grace, in the salvation 
of those who were given to Christ. What 
tfweet and endearing language it is to the 
pious soul, who confides in the Saviour, 
and commits his • all to him ! He may say, 
^' I know whom I have believed, and am 
persuaded that he is able to keep that 
^ieh I have committed unto him against 
Hiat day."^2 Tim. i. 12. 
•■ Believer, let it be yonr sweet meditation, 
and prayer for the Holy Spirit, to guide 
you into this precious and delightfai troth. 
Surely it will not be in yain; for the 
Redeemer saith, ^< I have declared unto them 
tktf name, and will declare it: that the 



love wherewith thou hast loved me may be 
in them, and I in them." v. 26. 

We shall now proceed to that sublime and 
iafmitely importaat passage in Rom. viii. 2M, — 
'No writing in the world can excel this 
grend aud sublime passage of Sacred Scrip- 
ture. Where shall we find any to equal it? 
No where but in the bible : and there we shall 
find none to escel it. The whole Trinity are 
presented to view. How I Not only as exist- 
ing in glory and majesty unrivalled, hut as 
loving, choosing, redeeming, calling, justifying, 
and glorifying, countless millions of lost and 
ruined men ! A.nd that, in such a manner, and 
from suclf . principles, as enabled the inspired 
apostle to say, in language the most confident 
aud triumphant, "I am persuaded that neither 
death nor life, &c." 38—39. 

This passage is so exceedingly excellent and 
appropriate, that it is impossible for me to 
add any thing to its clearness and force. No 
snbject can, I conceive, be more clearly, 
fully, and solidly defended, than our doctrine 
is, from this passage of inspired writing. The 
doctrine is here presented as a fenced city, 
iron pillars, and brazen walls. Jer. i. It 
contains the whole church built upon a rock, 
and the gates of bell shall not prevail against 
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it : jieither ip time, nor throughoat the ages 
of eternity. 

. If yte consider this passage as dependent on 
the blessed Trinity for its accompiishment, the 
apostle's reasoning comes with irresistible force ; 
bat if we consider it as depending npon fallen 
■depraved men (such as the apostle describes 
in the foregoing chapters) the apostle's reason- 
ing is totally void of force, and altogether 
inconclusive. If God be for as, in his purpose, 
perfections, and works — ^in the redemption of 
liis Son — and in the saving influence of his 
JSoly Spirit — none can be successfully against 
lis. But if GoeTs being for us, depends upon 
.our performing certain conditions, it limits the 
loYOy mercy, and power of God in our behalf; 
and consequently, the world, the flesh, and the 
devil, may be against us, and that successffdly 
too ; and thus render the apostle's confident 
assertions invalid. This would render every 
link in the chain of the apostle's reasoning as 
weak as an arm of corrupted flesh could make 
it. Whereas, if God be considered as the 
author and finisher of our faith, and love, and 
every grace, the apostle's reasoning becomes 
inviolably strong y and no adversary can separate 
from the Un>e of God which is in Christ Jesus. 
\. For whom he did foreknow — as the oVs^^^Ya 
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of his free^ sovereign^ eternal^ and immntabte 
love and choice — He also did predestinate to 
be conformed to the image of his Son — in 
knowledge, righteoQsness, trne holiness, and 
glory. Ex. xxxiii. 12. Jer. i. 5. xxxi. 8* 
John X. 10. Rom. xi. 2. Eph. i, 4. 2 Tim. 
ii. 19. 1 Peter i. 20. Moreorer, whom hd 
did predestinate, (or determine to save from 
all sin and misery, and make them happy for 
ever in heaven;) them he also called from 
death unto life, from sin to holiness, frojoi 
satan to God and Christ ; by his spirit working 
Qffectnally in their hearts, renewing their nature, 
inclining their wills, and uniting them to Christ, 
so that they become personally and experi- 
mentally interested in all that he hath done 
and suffered for their salvation. 

Whom he called, them he also justified — 
from all things— ifi the same sense as used by 
the apostle in the foregoing chapters. He 
declares their sins to be forgiven, blotted out of 
his remembrance, cast into the depths of the 
sea, put as far as the east is from the west— 
not imputing their trespasses unto them. He 
declares their persons to be righteous, through 
the righteoasness of Christ imputed unto them, 
or reckoned to their account i " For he hath 
made Him to be sin for as who knew iio-sin. 
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that we might be made the righteonsAess of 
Ood in him." For Christ is the end of the 
law for righteousness UDto every one that 
believeth. He gives them a title to eternal 
life, jnst as if they had merited it themselves : 
** That being justified by his grace they should 
be made heirs according to the hope of eternal 
Hfe." 

And hence it follows, whom he justified, 
ttiem he also glorified:-— 'he sanctifies them 
wholly in spirit, soul, and body, and pre- 
serves them blameless unto the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Grace is glory 
began. Where the Lord gives grace, he 
will give glory. 

What shall we say, then, to these things? 
If -God be for as, who can be against us ? 
If God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghdst, 
bNp for us,-'— loving, choosing^ predestinating, 
calling, justifying, and glorifying,— who can 
be against us? ''He that spared not his own 
Son, but ddivered him up for us all, how 
shall he not with him also freely give us all 
things? Who shall lay any thing to the 
charge of God^s elect? It is God that jus*^ 
tifieth. Who is he that condemneth? It is 
Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen 
again, who is even at the riglit Vi<d.\i4L o^S. 
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God, who also makefli intercession for m; 
Who shall separate us from tiie love of 
Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or per- 
secntion, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, 
or sword I As it is written, For thy sake wd 
are killed all the day long ; we are acconQted 
as sheep for the slaaghter. Nay, in all these 
things we are more Ihan conqnerers throngk 
him that loved ns. For I am persuaded, 
that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, ndr powers, nor things present, 
Xior things to come, nor height, nor depth, not 
any other creature, shall be able to separate 
US. from the love of God, which is in Christ'^ 
Jesus our Lord/* — Rom. viii. 82 — ^39. 

What a mass of Scripture evidence w(S 
have, to confirm the doctrine which has be^ 
stated ! Though the words of our text 
contain a direct and full confirmation of 
the truth, yet such is the abundance of 
evidence derived from the word of God, 
hat the doctrine can be most solidly de-> 
fended without it. That we have taken the 
Scriptures in their plain and obvious mean- 
ing, will appear from the judgment of the 
wisest and best of men. For we proceed 
to confirm the truth 
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sacnoN a. 

Frmn Experience. 

tt was the experieDce of the saints imder 
the Old Testament The sentiment was very 
prevalent in that period of the ohurch. The 
multitudes, who used to go the house of God 
in company, whose experience is recorded and 
described in the book of Psalms, and many 
other parts of the sacred scripture, evidently 
were not ignorant of this doctrine. Indeed, the 
law of Moses, the book of Psalms, and the 
writings of the prophets, all unite in bearing 
•testimony to this experience of the saints. 

The apostles of Christ coald rejoice greatly, 
because that their names were written in the 
lisunb's book of life. They blessed God for 
liaving blessed them with all spiritual blessings 
— ' 'According as he had choeen them in Christ, 
before the foundations of the world, &c." Their 
converts were not ignorant of this truth: '^Know^ 
ingf brethren beloved, your Election of God.'^ 
1 Thess. i. 4. When the apostle saw the in- 
fluence of the Holy Spirit, in the exercise of 
the graces of faith, love, patience, &c. he 
directed them at once to the great source of all 
their blessings — ^their Election of God. This 
was both a check to pride and self-righteousness. 
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and the means of prodncibg^ a strong consolation. 
The apostles scMMM^jijii wvote. ^fk epistle, without 
impressing the minds of christians with this 
ftmdtimental* truth. 

In the folhmng ages of the chridtittn church; 
litis important truth was steadily mainttiitiedi 
by those who enjoyed its purifying and' conso- 
lieitory eflfects. In tfa^ dark ag^s of the oburoU; 
die Bible itself was awfully neglected' and' 
perverted ; and* hence this truth, as wiell^ as 
others, was but dimly seen. At the morning 
oF the Refbrmatibn, this doctrine shone forth 
litth peculiar radiance, and obtained a oonspi- 
cuous place in the creedis of the refbrmed* 
ohnrches. The pious and learned" reformers 
were Very zealous in stating, d^fentKng, and^ 
preserving thib'tmportant doctrine. The chnrdr- 
es: onr the* cbntiiient contended earnestly for 
tbis article of Ae^ chrii»tiaii fhMi.. 

Was iV omitted in the Articfea of the 
Gburoh of Bhgland ?^ N^ for die* follbwi^^ 
is die language of lA»e' ITtb Articte^ '* Pre- 
destination to lif^,. is die' everlasdng" purpose 
of God, whereby, (before dto- f6undatieiis ofi 
the world were laid)^ he hath- constantly 
decreed' by hib counsel, secret to usv to* 
deliver from curse- and^ damnalion', those 
whom he hadi ohosen* iM^ 6hriilt' oat of 
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mankind, and to bring them^ by Cbrtst td 
evefk&ting salvation; as r^si^elff nlkde tti 
honoov: Wherfeforei tfiey ^h'o aire endded 
with so excellent a tiietlisflt of Gbd; are 
calted^ acooi'ditog to God's purpose, by bis 
Spirit forking ib dne seaison : tbey, tiiironjgU 
grace, obey the (railing': they are jastilBed 
freely : ni)Etde sons by adopticMi : they are 
made like the image of^ his onTy begotten 
Sbn JfeisiQlB Ghrist: they walk rellgibusly in 
good works, atid at length, by Qod^s merey, 
they attain to everlasting ftlioity. 

f he godly, cottsidetatiion of predestination, 
andP our' election in Christ, is fall' of 
sweet pibasant; and" nnspeakaljle comfort to 
go'dty persons; and' such as feeF in them- 
selves, tHe working of the Spirit of Christ, 
mortifying the works of the flesh, and their 
enrtttly mem1bte)rs, and drawing up their mind 
to high and^ fieavehly things, as well because 
it' dota gyeatly establish and' confirm their 
Mtk of eternar satvotibh; to be enjoyed 
tUrtMgtt Chrifit, as because it doth fervetttly 
kittdle* tftreir Ibve toirard God." 

tt mm^ on reading this Article, that the 
Wfftcer fcdt hlii mind' first impressed^ with the 
ttiMt and^ importance of this d&ctri'ne : and 
tniljr it' "MS fiidi' of sweet, j^lettuuitj >^md 



76 

unspeaJiable comfort. Would to God, that 
all wbo are zealaas in sapporting the Church 
of England, were as zealous in defending the 
wholesome truths contained in the Articles of 
that Church : of which this forms a principal. 
A principal — for what are the other Articles 
without this ! It is this which gives stability 
to the whole system. If it be carefully exa- 
mined, it will be foand, tliat the Article of 
which we are now speaking, embraces a 
considerable part of the most important, the 
most consolatory, and the most establishing 
doctrines contained in the sacred Scriptures. 
So that the wresting of this Article, would 
shake the foundation of the church of Christ, 
deprive God of a considerable part of his 
glory, and the believer of his richest con- 
solation. 

The Church of Scotland retains tlie same 
doctrine. — " God, before the foundation of 
the world was laid, according to his eternal 
and immutable purpose, and the secret council 
and good pleasure of his will, hath chosen some 
of mankind in Christ to everlasting glory, out 
of his mere free grace and love, without any 
foresight of faith, or good works, or perse- 
verance in either of tbem, or any other thing 
in the creature, as conditions or cause mov- 
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ing him thereanto, and all to the praise of 
bis glorious grace. — As God hath appointed 
the elect unto glory, so hath he, by the 
eternal and most free purpose of his will, fore- 
ordained all the means therennto. Wherefore 
they who are elected, having fallen in Adam» 
ate redeemed in Christ ; are effectually called 
ante faith in Christ, by his Spirit working in 
due season, are justified, adopted, sanctified, 
and kept by his power, through faith unto 
salvation. The knowledge of this doctrine will 
afford matter of praise, reverence, and admi- 
ration of God-; and of humility, diligence, and 
abundant consolation to all that sincerely obey 
the gospel." 

Neariy the whole of our Baptist friends, 
profess and defend this truth. All the Jncfe- 
pendents profess to believe it; and express 
their sentiments nearly in the same language 
as that cited above. American Divines have, 
with no ordinary piety, zeal, and talent, sup- 
ported this article of the christian faith. 

Hence we see that it has been the doctrine 
of the patriarchs — ^prophets — ^pious Jews — apos- 
lles — christians — and of the most pious, holy, 
and learned men, that ever England or the 
world has known* We cannot deny it, without 
dlenjing the most plain and express deolaratii(in& 
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of tbe Word of God. O theo, to understand, 
to feel, to enjoy this most scriptural and 
delightful trutb! We shall Dad it full of un- 
speakable comfort. What gratitudcj love, joj, 
4nd obedience it would produce! 

I -am p^wftded there ure others who hold 
the principU of this dootrine, thoagb tiiey 
aeem afraid to .assert the doctrine itself, because 
of the coDseque&ces. Do tliey believe theia- 
selves so depraved that they would never have 
obosen God, if he had uot first obosen them i 
Do they acknowledge themsvlves to he indebted 
to God and bis igrace, for beginning;, carrying 
on, and -coqtpleliDg -the work of their salvation t 
Do they dread the thought of ascribing an^ 
part of the .glory to themselves, and acknowledge 
that all their salvation proceeds from divine 
grace and .mercy tbrou^ Jesus Christ t Is not 
tlus a confession that Ood .has, of his free grace., 
elected thejn J Is it not of his •distingumhing 
grace that he has made tUem to tUffer ? Will 
not this principle, it jiursued, bring them also 
to acknowledge that God has chosen them before 
the foundation of the worid? They acknowledge 
election in tivie ; why not trace it Into the ages 
of etenmiy, as evidently tmight he dune, both 
by reason and scripture t Oh ! you say, there 
ore objections ! What are they? F«rluij>s not 



of ibi^ weight which yoa imagiae. liet us 
exumkie "tbMi. 

This will bria^ ns to the third general head. 

CHAP. HI. 

01NI!BCTI(MVS ANI?W6R»li^ 

SECTION L 

: B^twpe w<e fsaceed to 4iie 4)J^^tiiNi» tbeoBH 
«€i(ve4» jt will -be requifiite to premiM^ '' Tlittt 
m^ ate not te «c^ot a ti'vdi, becaiise there 
are »l0eetKaifi ^faoroqght agwist it." On tbis 
fffinoifde, we sbeiild be tebliged i» .-giv^e sjp 
BMMt of fMr ibaowle4ge of the arts and 8<Hence8 i 
-rrflli the »mo«t iniportant troths oontaiBed ia 
^die iBible ; — ^the w^iship <^ 6od» and e^fiedaUy 
pMyer I-"— (re%, the ^ery -exiatoaeie ^ God him- 
self 1 MwA w« yield these truths to the ^ad-^ 
MfHmry i No^ hat we are *' io oontend ^araesdijr 
iar A^ faiih onee delivered to the saiats*" 
. ** The fool biBith «aid ia his heart, there is 

* 

no God : " but the sacred writers little regard 
bmMlp Psabsxrv. 1. 
&>me fluay ndvaaee thieir etyectians <^gainst 
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the divine holiness ; — but the angels, unmoved, 
are still crying', "Holy, Holy, Holy, is the 
Lord of hosts!"— Isaiah vi. 3. 

Some may impeacb his justice ; — but they 
meet with cutting and awl'ui reproofs from his 
word! "Shall not th« Judge of all the earth 
do right? Yea, let God be trne, bat every 
man a liar, as it is written." Bom. iii. 4. 

There is not a perfection or work of the 
Divine Being bat we must deny or concede, 
if we would listen to the objections and cavils 
of tliose who are averse to God, and to his 
truth. We believe in the divinity of our Lord 
Jeans Christ — his atonement for our sins — the 
personality, divinity, and operations of the 
Holy Spirit. Are there no objections brought 
against these important points of the christian 
religion I Ho we, on account of objections, 
give up the doctrines '. Do we not, on the 
contrary, defend these truths from the word 
of God, and hereby give a reason of the hope 
(hat is in us, with meekness and godly fear t 
Believing the truths, and feeling the power 
of the word, we hold them fast, notwith- 
standing the objections which are brought 
ngainst them. 

So likewise, should we act with regard to the 
troth we are defending. If we find it to be a 
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doctrine evidently revealed in Scripture; and 
know by experience that its tendency is to 
promote the holiness, comfort^ and stability of 
the christian ; we should thankfully receive it 
as the truth of God, notwithstanding the obr 
jections brought against it. But what objection, 
of any weight, can be advanced against a doc- 
trine which is so clearly revealed in the sacred 
scripture, and has bieen received and enjoyed 
by such numbers of the people of God ? 

' Some have objected that it renders Christ 
needless, and lessens our esteem for him. But 
this mast arise entirely from a misunderstanding 
of the subject ; and the statement we have 
given, completely obviates the objection. It 
renders Christ exceedingly precious! 

Some object that it is unfavorable to holiness, 
and renders the means unnecessary ; but from 
the manner in which the doctrine has been 
jstated, these objections also can have no place, 
for it renders holiness infallibly certain^ and the 
means, necessary and efficacious. Work out 
your salvation with fear and trembling, for. 
it is God who worketh in you both to will 
and to do — 

The only plausible objections appear to be 
grounded on Reprobation, drawn by inference 
from the doctrine of Election. This inference. 
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I coneeite, h nettiilofr Bcr^iurid nor jual. 
Wbaterer we chesire to ktiow reapectkig impeiii- 
tent sinhers, maal; be learned from the scrip* 
tares. It is there contained in facts^ dSdara* 
Hans, and jpfaJM iwa^uAge, sacli a^ we cannot 
mistake* Ahd if it hid aot beeli thfos rerealed, 
I believe no person would bave ventured to 
infer such fecfs, cirenmstaaces and declarations, 
from the doctrine of Election. It may be said, 
*' If God ^as chosen some, he must hare left 
tylhdrs/' Tme.-^btrt %i trbat Hate are they taft ? 
What jjfivUi^a do they ei^ey i What pcwar 
do tliey ^ss«B»? What adcouni mast they ^gire ? 
W'hktT9w^d$ or puniAmimiM wiH tfaey receive? 
Here we catmot'teor^ one step with safety, or 
vertainiy, hnless on the ^gtonnd of divine re^elm* 
Iton. If Ae scrfptttres werfe tetirefty silent on 
liietfe sdbjectSy and we were ictft to obtain a 
knoi?ledge of tfadm by inference from the dee* 
trine of 'Eiection^ we shonld be in a thotolotd 
times greater uncertainty tbenihe ancients ^ere 
concemiiig the existence df 'God. Tlie tratiij»» 
these dodtHnes aire not to be learned by infepence 
f\rom Eleciiok, bat from the plain reveimiicm of 
scripture. Election has not the le€^ kihd 'of 
unfavourable inflaence on liiankiad In gederaly 
nor does itdc^rtye them of the least privilege : 
on the cehtrafy, if is ib6 imtaMts of isoaveytng 
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tbem inmumerMe advantagH^ V^ ]mi ciD^uirit, 
How ? By thf» holy professiom wbiob tb^ ehfi^ 
xn^o-^by their examplo-^by .their ^ay^ic^rrrr 
by tbiiir pi(ms «iid bei^eYoleat ^ertiwsi .^^ 
Let j^s not then falsely charge Ibis prepiPMS 
doctrine >witb ponaeqaenees wbic]k 4o ^9rt jlfi tb# 
least flow from it. 

To charge a divine purpose .of lave a^id lueri^y 
with prodiDciiig the mi&ery •of sinfol jcreati^reSy 
is as unpatural and anjast, as to charge tbe sun, 
the great fbantain of lights with prpdocing tb^ 
libad^s of darkness. Wherever the sun fihines» 
itjproiuces light, and no d^arkneas at all; ^, 
wherever this tran&cendantly bright a^d >glo^Q^s 
purpose of love and mercy shines, it produpenB 
no djarkness at all, either of sia or misery, but 
jthe light of knowledge, joy, jpea^e, hoUnesji, 
iximfort, and glory. It has been a source of joy 
f^d praise to the saints in time, and will he .a 
iKMirjDe of joy and praise to angels and redeein€4 
Ijl^rpiighout the ^es of eternity ! 

Seeing that whatever .^^an be correctly kpown 
x^pficting the piinishment of sinners who die 
jfflQLpeBitenjt, wnst be learned from plain and 
liositive declarations of scripture, those .who 
^eny the doctrine of Election are constrained to 
r.eceive the^ parts of the scripture, and ac* 
|i4MKwl^Xe Jhe peoshing of sinners. But whilst 
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they are equally obliged to confess the tnitfa, 
that sinners perish, they are not, I conceive, 
equally prepared to account for it, so as to re- 
present the Divine Being in the most amiable 
and lovely manner. For as they acknowledge 
the truth of what the Redeemer hath declared* 
that some will be placed at the left hand ; they 
also assert, that those on the right hand might 
have perished also, for any thing that God has 
done to prevent it. Henee we see, that the 
denial of the doctrine of Election would very 
much lessen the displays of the divine goodness, 
not only with respect to the people of God 
themselves, but with reg^d to mankind in 
general. 

Let us then, with impartial and unprejudiced 
minds, read the word of God, submit to its 
decisions, and we shall not slander or oppose 
this gracious and most delightful truth, but 
rather join with the inspired men in blessing 
God for having blessed us with all spiritual 
blessings in Christ Jesus, according as he hath 
chosen us in him before the foundation of the 
world. Eph. i. 3. 2 Thess. ii. 13. 1 Pet. i. 2. 
• We shall wish to see this fountain of living wa- 
ters opened more widely, and abundance of grace 
and mercy flowing to the utmost bounds of the 
earth, healing ali the nations ! We shall pray 
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thftt this bright and resplendent Inminary may 
shine over all countries, enlightening and viyi* 
fying the benighted and dying inhabitants with 
the divine rays of life and glory! 

Having premised these things, we shall 
proceed to examine the passages of Scripture, 
which seem to militate against this doctrine ; 
bnt, which, I trust, upon examination, willbe 
found as harmless as the humble cottage built 
by the side of a solid rock. The rock will 
be in no danger from the feeble. edifice, unless 
in our disordered imagination. And this truth 
will be in no danger from any other part of 
divine revelation, when taken in its fair and 
obvious meaning. They will stand together, for 
the glory of God, and the benefit of the church. 

SECTION IL 

Scripture Objections Eixamined. 

£zek. xxxiii. 11. has been advanced by some 
as an objection; though I miist ; declare, that 
I do not perceive it to be of any force. If I 
were attempting to establish the doctrine of 
Reprobation in a way dishonorable to the justice, 
holiness, or goodness of God; then I should 
fecfl this passage an effectual check to th^ pro* 
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eeediiig« Bnt n» I ^m defending « 
which iuts for its iHbject the Aalvation of ^am 
infinite mambtut of gnilty t^reaitHres, and that bjr 
free and sov^reigfi grace, I do not see hoff 
tbM passage m the ameUest degree oppoiaap it, 
bfft vather coa&mui the prindph which I .am 
eetaUisfaing, and ooop^rttteB in aocampli^hing 
Ibe grand Aniga. Inslead ef this passage 
49Tet<throqring ifbe temple of the living *Goc|f 
wUch M hwSAi upon a roeJc» it w reality eoodr 
pO0«B part 'df the ^onildiog ttseiC a^d stands <a# 
Ike popeh or door, (tfaorown wide «€^n, inviting 
poor, i^\aktff wvetcbed, and ^aisofiable sioners 
^'eiiAer, wtth-atnleain oath that th^; shall npt 
lie Fejedtedy bat embraced in the ^jpnA of di^ii^e 
merey* is. Iv. 1. Lake &v. 20. It stands 
also as an awfal warning to those who say^ 
" The way of the Lord is not equal.** v. 20. 

This, I conceive, is the right application of 
the passage^ bat shoiild we attempt to advance 
it as an objection to the doctrine of election, 
how must ^we reason? -God hath no pleasure 
in the death of tiie ^wicked, therefore, he 
did Tuit determine the salvatioM <of Muy of 
the faHen race of man. As the reasoniiig 
is false, so blessed be Ood, 4he/ac< itself is not 
true, for ^od has ensnred the .salvatiw of ft 
maftitude whicfb no aaa eanwiBiber. ,fiev^ vij. g. 
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We proeeed to 1 Tim. h. 3. Tins plursage is 
also considered as opposed to the doctrine; tat, 
I ^mioeive, that it deserves rattier to ^be consi- 
*ei*ed SIS oooperatiaig witb itii dksvgia^. TMs 
IbeaiotiAri ^snd encema^ng passage of Sinriptaret 
sMins to be a covnterpart ¥nith these promised 
mtnA pTttpiieft^Sj which relate to the general aal 
laogt ^JLtetisive spread of the gospel. And H 
fitffdrds the most encouraiging motive to preac4 
the g^el to '«vei^ '^^eatore, and to give the 
tierd nd rest^ till be stabltsh, and t31 he make 
letnaAenik a praise in the eaitb. The passage 
lflie#s hs great extent, and ear doctrine ensures 
Ka aeeelnplishm^ait and stabflity* Gaaaet tUb 
passage iiave its fall acoompHsiuneat, witbotit 
irrestingit to dei^troy the ''foundation of Goi, 
which standefh silre, haying this seal, the hoti, 
kno wefli tiliem that are his ?*' Shall we ^infer from 
this iseriptcrre, tbatCrod has left>the saAvation (tf 
all mankind at ancertainty, and thtft he has net 
detentainedy of^hisown^Jreegracey the salvation 
bf any Individtials ? Iiet ns iHsware of lessening 
ihe extent of the passage on one %aiid, and its 
-efficacy, on the otlter. 'O that we had but pati^ 
ence and meekness to^Wait'God's time of folfillHig 
bis word, and we ^faall see that He will, 
in ihe nse of fats appointed tneans, make 
thhi passage a^beanttfiil and glerioos illac^ation 
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and confirmation of . the doctrine we are 
defending! 

If we say that God is good to all, and deisii^s 
the salvation of all men> bat deny his. peculiar 
love to the church, — we lessen the goodness of 
God, and represent it far below the real truth. 
For whilst we say that God has good will to aU» 
we deny that his goodness extends to any per- 
son or persons, so far as to make their salvation 
certain. But Election, whilst it asserts the good- 
ness of God to mankind in general, to the utmost 
extent that scripture will allow, or facts prove ; 
yet it also goes much further, and proves t^e 
goodness of God to be so great, as to make the 
salvation of an infinite number absolutely certain! 
Hence this precious doctrine magnifies the 
goodness of God, and, without injuring an indir 
yidual, without lessening the favors of (Sod tp 
any. person, provides a certain salvation for 
countless millions ! 

Shall we mention Acts x, 84. as another 
objection? But before this passage can even 
touch the doctrine of Election, it must . destroy 
many undeniable matters of fact. Abraham was 
preferred to the rest of his countrymen. Isaac 
and Jacob were preferred to others. The Is- 
raelites were made God's peculiar people above 
other nations; and it is expressly declared not 
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to be for their own excellency or desert. Oar 
own country has, for hnndreds of years, been 
favored with the gospel, whilst many other 
parts of the earth have remained in a state of 
the grossest darkness* These are faci^ which 
cannot be denied, and they all involve the priti- 
eiple of Election. Before the passage can be 
made even to bear on the doctrine of Election, 
it must overthrow these evident facts, and 
numbers besides which coold be advanced : but 
this, I believe, is not possible, without awfally 
wrestijDg the word of God. It is asserted, that 
God is no respecter of persons — unless for fear- 
ing him, and working righteousness. Can we 
infer from this, that he will not, of his own 
grace, put his fear in the hearts of any persons ? 
And, that we are not his workmanship, created 
in Christ Jesus unto good works, which he hath 
before ordained that we should walk in them ? 
Jer. xxxii. 40. Eph. ii. 10. 

Because the Lord is holy and righteous in all 
his ways and works, shall we infer that he has 
not, or cannot, display sovereign grace and 
mercy, in the salvation of any of his fallen 
ereatoies ? 
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Sacred Scripture AmM noi he WrMed. 

There are^atberpaasages wliiM^h-migli^ii^aem .10 
heutifsLVorMe to 'IhiB daatrine, hat it %wooLd .bia 
employing va^e aafeneacas, to o^aithrow \tbe 
maot jplaia and jpMiti^ne accqiktai^e aMertrnw* 
If we twTiiest 4he ^acced iscviptaie^y in ovder to 
eKade« or destrojr this doetuuid, «ithM» wUl taiup 
Ibe ctama Ubesty te WEast tbe movd ^ 'God, jn 
orAer 4o >e»de or dteat^oy Iha dmnitgr and 
Atooeiaeat lOf Chosty 4iiid io^er 4oetrui6s nfhiA 
we jbelievo «to he essentiaUjr lu^esAary to 
aalyatioti. 

2f 4he acripitim 4iiMrts that God ihas cho* 
Mtt persMs «B Cbmsi to famhtation, bat mi^ 
jnterppet .tbu to •ignify >bo nMse tbaa the miBttm$ 
of ^salvatioUw — to that iJbe xame persona amf 
everlastingly peri A; — if the soriptajne asserlli 
liiatGad hath chosen these peraons in Christ 
i^re the fooAdaiioii of the meM, «hat aw in«> 
tonpret Ais to ^iffnfy m titue, imf tmce Hm 
WKxthi iTas fouDded.; — ii 4he sonfiure aat^rto 
that God hath chosen persons to be Mjf, fet 
we assert that it signifies only the means of 
holiness ; and if we take it to signify holiness 
itself, it will coantenance sin ;•— if the scripture 
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aoseite tbat^irod hath .choseD them of bis^rroef, 
rso that, if it be of ictori^« it is no anore gisaca, 
jwt we itssert that it is x^i«y>ri»;-»4f the «arip^ 
4tfire ^fisfl^its that -God faath chorea ihem after 
4lie ^cmmsd <af bis own rl^'ff, MGordipg to bj^ 
^ood pleasove wbicb he JmiA pjarpcwed in JUaa- 
<«^^t 7^> ^«^ asaert, that be .hath choflen thMi 
.acdCMPdinf to the deiArmwfiiQ» of mim'« loitf^* 
-*«^bat jnosit we think >af ^tbe ^aeiseid mi^plKures^ 
4» #¥bat dqpend^mce can be jplaced cnpea tbenir? 
iqr, what dofcteine .caj» -be idbafeAded ffroW'th^iiiJ 
iQi^ ;iirbat Anrtb ^oold Aot h^ wieiested ^at ^ theni^ 
4l6Cprd4»jr te tbis o^ode ^Qf jnteipretattan ? 

Jit J9 jir^ae jjh^t iiome jpa«Ai^es nf ^ci^ptiure 
^eaiQKot ,he tid^eo UteraUy, for ctbat i^ not the 
plain and obvioas meaning^. Sat with Tespeot 
io ^ vanlgeets alliided to abovc^ the j>aradlel 
filiu^eg of AQraptare» the ^mneeition, the sco|»fl^ 
tlie design of the gospel, the divine glor;, and 
the stability of the church, all anite in corrobo- 
rating the sense in which the passages have 
been taken. 

Why should we enterpret scripture so differ- 
ent from the sacred writers ? Why should we 
raise difficulties and objections which they have 
not raised, and which never appear to have 
occurred to their mind ? We find them, under 
inspiration, writing of the perfections 
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and works of God — his goyeinment of the 
world — ^his election of grace — the work of Christ 
and the Holy Spirit — the warnings, threaten- 
ingSy invitations, promises, and exhortations to 
men — ^the liberty of the human will, and man's 
responsibility — without apparently conceiving 
the least inconsistency in these revelations of 
God. It is trae, they do not clearly under- 
stand, and fully comprehend all the ways and 
works of God ; but they never suggest that 
they are inconsistent with his perfections and 
the nature of man ; they never attempt to wrest 
one part of the word to make it agree with 
the other :— on the contrary, they receive the 
divine revelation, exclaiming, ^* O the depth ! '' 
8lc. Rom. xi« 83. 

With this disposition, let us proceed to exa- 
mine the excellencies and importance of the 
doctrine. 
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CHAP. IV. 
IMPORTANCE OF THE DOCTRINE. 

This we shall consider with respect to God 
— the conversion of sinners — and the establish- 
ment of saints. 

1. With respect to God. 

Here we inclade the whole Trinity, three 
persons bnt one God ; having the same power, 
glory, and miyesty. All cooperating together, 
though distinctly, in the great work of salvation : 
like the boundless ocean washing three different 
shores at the same time, yet all proceeding 
from the same source, having the same nature, 
tEe same qualities, the same influence, and 
the same duration. 

The Father displays his brightest perfections, 
^d that in the highest degree, in making a 
covenant with his chosen, giving him a seed 
to be redeemed, and brought to glory. The 
doctrine which we have stated and defended, 
gives full scope to all the energies of the 
divine perfections ; and leaves God at liberty 
to exercise his glorious perfections to the utmost 
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extent^ in accomplishing, bis wise and holy 
purposes of grace, mercy* and love. God's 
having chosen an innomerable multitode of 
faflen, gnilty, and miserable sinners, not only 
to the means of salvation, but to salvation itself, 
-^^to'save tKem from siir, dteath, and bell', and 
rai^ tKem tb* the joys of ^Heaven, iii annnd'enia- 
ble proof that his mercy is infinite; and endtl- 
reth for ever. Ps. cxxxvi. 

By choosiiag them* iHi Christ as their Head, 
Sarety, Mediator, and Redeemer, he has not 
only* secured theii' $ulbatian, tint* his own glory : 
hereby* declaring' hift* rigHteonstressv nmgniiying 
his-bhri. viisdieatitigltis holiness, aifd comnreudi 
ingUis'lbve; Bbm. iii: 25; Jbhu iv^ »): 

By* cfaortfsitfg them fironr nifsmity; her HieGr 
psoved^ and d$«phiyed the* eternity of his pet^ 
fectidnr. Hiis wisdbnr, lore; m^ercy; gorodness, 
fidtiifaliiettr, and otiicrr divine petf^cHiontr; were- 
the same before the foundation of^ the vrortd, aH' 
they are" at present, and willi contikrae' tb'. be 
fbrte^er; He Has Uereliy compietely de pr iv e 
mm* of even the shadbw of boasting. 

By choosiagr them tb'AoK^eM'he has given the* 
bri|lMest dispfay of that peri^ctiotf. Wterf 
emt he- a m«r6' glorious' display of divihe holK^ 
ness; than to^taketiie whole ctiurcU, comsitrting^ 
of' siuifap creatuires^ wash tiienr front siii^ iit' th^* 
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Woedt of his dbar Ston, send Us^Ifoly Spirit krto* 
tbei^ hearts to nwn and saa^ttfy Aeir natare^ 
and) pveseiit tbmm. spotlbss befove the pre&eii8e< 
of 1U» glei^ omsidgp tbnu. ta* shine' fbr^ as^ 
the s«B* hi bis^ hFtegdoiK for evep?^ 

9f ofaoesnn^ Hkem^ oi hiih Jtre0^ gpmey wbei|« 
tliejp deseppedi nothing! bnt^ wrath andi dispfeafc- 
sofei he h«s gvirMi snob a display of hiftinfinitdy/ 
gracious and benevolent mind, which no where; 
eke appears- \fk all the iRHmdeifaL' works: which, 
he baB- made; The creation, presevvation, dig;^ 
nityr an4 blessedness- of angels^ will by no; 
meaQ^- display the ri^obes of divine giiace and. 
flierey; as the salvation and gloiiy^ of the redeem- 
ed: Here bis lAoIe name appears completa.. 
Hereby, be will^ in- the* ages tor oome, show/ 
tbcHexeeeding riches- of bis graces inbis kind^ 
Bfees tkywarA as throagh Christ^ J^us. 

By choosing them according to- bis eternal^ 
iinanitable;. and iiifaWiU^ purpom\ ha has nan- 
dered' tbeip salvation absolntely certain';- so. that) 
neitbei? can GU>d be disappointed^ nor the- 
nedtoemed^ perish* K he bad not chosen them; 
aeeor^Kng to biS' own purpose and grace^ h^ 
a^^ have prepared a' place in vain,, or bane: 
H0en>dieprivedt of hi» glory: bat be= has hereiijff 
aeoared* betb^ to his eteroab praise* 
. Xfr we « remove^ tbis^ importtmt doctdne^ aiwk 
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make salvation dependent, in whole or in part, 
on any other soarce or power, how does it 
lessen the divine glory ! What uncertainty, 
instability, and perplexity, it at once creates ! 

This doctrine is eqaally important with re- 
spect to the Lord Jesus Christ, the Redeemer 
of his charch. Jesus Christ is represented in 
the scripture as God manifest in the flesh — Ood 
over all, blessed for ever. As the Saviour, he 
hears the most emphatical and endearing names, 
titles, offices, and relations. With respect to 
the chitrcb, he is represented as tbe Author 
and Finisher of their faith — as their Prophet, 
Priest, and King — as their Captain, Leader. 
Counsellor, Shepherd — as iheir Head, Hus- 
band, Brother, Friend — as their Redeemer, 
Righteousness and S&Ivation. What glorious 
titles ! Who that feels his lost state, does not 
exult in such a Saviour! 

If the Father has committed his people into 
the bands of this Saviour, there is no doubt of 
his accomplishing their salvation, and enjoying 
the glory of their redemption. Every name, 
title, and relation that he bears, ensures their 
salvation, and his glory. But if the Father 
has not committed them to Christ, to use all 
his power and influence for their salvation ; but 
has left the event suspended in the creature'* 
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performiag certmn conditions { then the power 
of tbe Lord Juu$ Christ mast be Bmited, and 
he can exeit his inflnence no fhrther than the 
condiiioM are performed on the part of man. 
How awfol the consequence of such a snppo- 
sition ! ThoQgh Christ is represented as the 
author and finisher of their faiths be may be 
prevented from either beginning or finishing it. 
Though Christ is represented as Prophet, 
Priest, and King ; yet he may neither teach 
them, nor atone for them, nor intercede for 
tbetai, nor govern them, effectually to their 
aaiV'ation. Though he is represented as their, 
Captain, Leader, Head, Husband, Brother, 
Friend, Redeemer, Righteousness, and Sal- 
vation'; yet he may never save them from 
perishSmy etemaUy! How awful the conse- 
quence! And how important tlie doctrine 
which we have established; that represents the 
Saviour as giving eternal life unto all whom 
tlie' Father hath given unto him ; — and as saving 
to the very uttermost all those for whom he bears 
Aose endearing names, titles and relations ! 

Should we suppose that the foreknowledge of. 
Gody perceiving that a certain number would 
believe^ repent, and persevere in holiness, — 
would prevent this uncertainty, and ensure a 
reward to Christ ; yet the glory could not be hi%« 
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If the Father did not determine that their faiths 
holiness, and perseverance shonid resnlt wholly 
from the merits and care of the Lord Jesns 
Christy 80 as to render their salvation certain ; 
then the glory cannot, in truth, be wholly 
ascribed nnto him. A considerable part of 
the glory mast be ascribed to some other cause ; 
yea, the glory of determining and deciding the 
salvation of the persons ! This derogates 
from the glory of Christ in every part of 
bis office : he cannot, in truth, be honoured 
as the author and finisher of their faith. He 
cannot be said to have taught them effectually, 
nor to have redeemed them fully, nor to have 
saved them completely : because he is consi- 
dered as having done and suffered nothing to 
render their salvation certain; but that was 
determined by what they did themselves. In- 
deed, it is impossible to secure the salvation of 
the church, and the honour of redemption to 
the Lord Jesus Christ, unless by the election 
of grace, as stated above. 

The doctrine is no less important, with re- 
spect to the grace and operations of the Holy 
Spirit When we consider the Holy Spirit, as 
a divine person, possessed of infinite wisdom, 
power, goodness, love, mercy, psltience, faith- 
fulness, and other divine perfections — engaged^ 



09 

according to the tenor of the everlafttiog Co- 
venant, to renew, teach, guide, comfort, and 
sanctify all the elect people of God ; we feel no 
doubt of his finishing the work, and presenting 
the whole charch holy and without blemish 
before the presence of Jehovah. But if there 
are no such persons given to the Lord Jesus 
Christ, nor entrusted to the Holy Spirit to 
complete their sanctification ; and if the divine 
power, love, gnrace, and operation of the Spirit 
is to be limited by human eflTorts, the greatest 
uncertainty remains as to any favorable, or 
saving result. Hence we see that the absence 
of the doctrine we have stated, would be of 
the most pernicious consequence to the whole 
Trinity. 

Whereas, Election engages all the perfections 
of the blessed Trinity, and gives full scope to 
all their energies, in the redemption and sal- 
vation of the charch. Should God suspend the 
exertions of his powers upon any conditions to 
be performed by man, it would render the whole 
of divine influence weak and ineffective. It 
would, as it were, set bounds, both to the heart 
and hands of a God of infinite love and almighty 
power. What signifies the Lord's being pos- 
sessed of infinite, eternal, and unchangeable 
lave — almighty power-^-tnd sovereign grace, if 
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be caunol choose objects on whom to exercise 
these glorious aud endearing perfections with- 
out being limited by the energies of imperfect 
and sinfui creatures '. What signify his wise, 
holy, and gracions porpoae; his engagement 
with the Lord Jesus Christ ; merits of the 
Saviour ; influence of the Holy Spirit ; if all are 
to be determined by human exertion '. What 
would signify a numerous and powerful army 
of veterans, commanded by the most courageous 
and skilful generals, if all their operations were 
to be directed and influenced by the desert 
or conduct of weak, timid, and disaffected 
persons! As good, almost, if there were no 
such army of veterans. And as good, almost, 
for the salvation of tbc church, if God were not 
possessed of such powers, and had not engaged 
with his Son, nor his Sou tinislied the work of 
redemption, nor the Spirit undertaken to sanc- 
tify, if the whole were suspended on the exertions 
of frail, unsteady, and disaffected men. But 
electing love, covenant engagements, the work 
of Christ, and the promise of the Spirit, show 
that God is determined to act fur himself, ac- 
complish his own purpose, perform his own 
work, and secure his own eternal glory. Hence 
sin must be destroyed ; Satan must be conquered ; 
death must be overcome ; man must be delivered ; 
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tbe whole charch must be saved ; and the top- 
stone of the spiritaal building must be brought 
liome with shoutings, grace, grace* unto it ! O 
the importance and excellency of that doctrine 
which secures the salvation of innumerable mil- 
lions, without losing one of tbe true members 
of the mystical body of Christ ! Not one that 
the Father hath given to Christ shall perish. 
Not one that really feels his need of Christ — ^not 
one that hath fled for refuge to him — not one 
that sincerely desires to be saved by him. shaH 
perish. For God so loved the world — Matt, 
xviii. 14. John iii. 16. 



Let us proceed — 

2. To consider the importance of this doc- 
trine, with respect to the conversion of sinners, 
and the spread of the gospel. 

(L) With respect to the Camoereum of Sinners. 

It is a sentiment too prevalent, that the doc- 
trine of Election is unfavorable to the conversion 
of sinners ; and that persons, who hold or main- 
tain this truth, cannot with propriety address 
them. How very erroneous is this sentiment! 
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There is no doctrine in the Bible so favorable 
to the conversion of sinners ; nor is there any 
doctrine that gives so much encouragement to 
address them ; and inspired men, as well as the 
Kedeemer himself, have taaght ns in what man- 
ner they are to be addressed. They furnish us 
with the mode and words of address ; and no 
person should so interpret the doctrine of £lec« 
tion, as to scruple to make use of the language 
which inspired men, and Christ himself, have 
taught us. But what is it that renders the word 
effectual, and prevents the faithful servants of 
God from labouring in vain, and spending their 
strength for nought 1 Is it not the doctrine we 
have defended? Far be it from me to deny the 
power which God has given to mankind, and the 
gifts which he has, through the mediation of 
Jesus Christ, bestowed upon them. I am willing 
to allow them all the power, all the liberty, and 
all the means, which scripture and facts prove 
them to possess. But after all, what astonishing 
weakness, perverseness, obstinacy, and rebellion 
have been manifested by the human race ! Be- 
fore the flood, what wickedness was committed, 
and how were the faithful admonitions of Noah 
rejected! What ignorance, negligence, un- 
belief, ingratitude, and rejection df God's word, 
and persecution, abounded among the Israelites* 
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tiotwithstandiog the extraordinary privileges with 
which they were favored ! What could the Lord, 
in reason, have done more for them ? Is. v. i. 
Yet how little good fruit they brought forth ! 
Yea, how much bad fruit they brought forth,—* 
in the days of Moses — in the times of the pro* 
phets — and in the days of Christ and his apostles ! 

On what, then, can preachers of the gospel de- 
pend for success? On their own power? On 
their own talents ? On their own i^kill in the art 
of persuasion? On their zeal and energy iyi 
delivering the word ? No ; they know and feel 
this. For, are they superior to Noah? to Moses? 
to the Prophets? to Christ? and to his Apostles? 
Or, shall they depend on the attention, the 
meekness, the pliability of their hearers? Alas, 
will they not have to complain with the prophet, 
*'Who hath believed our report?" And, with 
the Saviour, ** Ye will not come to me that ye 
may have life." Or, shall they depend upon the 
common influences of the Holy Spirit, that 
striveth more or less, with all the human race? 
Alas, this also, in conjunction with the exertions 
of inspired men, and the Son of God himself, 
has, in numberless instances, failed ! 

On what, then, must they depend, and to what 
source must they look ? However humbling it 
may be to human nature, and however reluctant 
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tlie mind may be to receive the trnth, yet it 
must come to the source that we have pointed 
out: " He bath saved us and called us with 
an holy caljjng, not according to oar worlts, 
but according to his own purpose and grace, 
which was given us in Christ Je^ns before 
the world began." ' ' Who were born, not of 
blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of 
the will of man, bnt of God." " Whom he 
predestinated, them he also called." "After 
that the kindness and love of God our Saviour 
toward man appeared, not by works of righte- 
ousness which we have done, but according 
to his mercy he saved ua, by the washing of 
regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; 
which he shed on us abandantly through Jesus 
Christ our Saviour." 2 Tim. i. 9. John i. 13. 
Rom. viii. 30. Tit. iJi. 4— G. 

It wan this truth encouraged the meek and 
faithful Moses. It was this supported tlie holy 
Prophets. It was tliis animated and comforted 
the despised and compassionate Redeemer : 
"All that the Father giveth to me, shall come 
to me." John vi. 37. 

" I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven 
and earth, because thou has hid these things 
from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed 
them unto babes." Matt. xL 25. 
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^'My sheep hear my voice and follow me.'' 
John X. 27. 

• It was this arged forward the apostles to 
preaoh the gospel amidst the greatest opposition; 
nor did they labour in vain : for, ** As many 
as were ordained unto eternal life believed;^ 
Acts xiii. 48. 

''The Lord said nnto Panl in the night*-* 
speak — I have much people in this city. Acts 
xviii. 9> Hence the apostle declared, ''I do 
all filings for the elect's sake, fliat.they might 
be sav^/' 2 Tim. ii. 10. 

The holy and gracious purpose of Jehovah, 
renders it certain, that his pions and faithfnl 
servants shall not labour in vain. ' It giv^ 
saving efficacy to all the warnings, invitations, 
cautions, tlaireatenings, promises, and exhor- 
tationis of God's word. It renders all the means 
of grace effectual,' through the influence of 
the Holy Spirit, for converting, comforting, 
snpporting, strengthening, establishing, and 
meetening for glory, countless millions of 
precions and immortal souls ! ''Whom be prei- 
destinated-^he called — -justified, and glorified. -' 
This doctrine, then, • evidently affords the most 
certain ground of encouragement to ministers 
in preaching the everlastitig gospel. And I 
am persuaded, that those who cannot co^dialljr 



106 

receire tbis troths are indebted to it for tbeir 
saccess in converting sinners. Oh ! that they 
Woald bat lead them on to this infinite and 
inexfaaastible source of eessolation» when they 
kare l>een rendered ittstrtimental in bringing 
them to taste ot the lifing streams. May ibe 
<^od of all grace, pour out abundantly of his 
Hdy Spirit, and accompiash Ihis moat graoioas 
{inrpose t 



We shdl proceed 4a cMisider tiie fanpmrtance 
tkis dootrina* 



<8.) With reapeci te tits S^emd qf tie OotpeL 

Tke dfaorches ^ Ckrist ar« BoWf most happily 
stinmd ttp to exert thcanselves in sendiuig 
Inbles to Hie Heatken, and preachiiig nnto them 
tiie unsearchable riobes of Christ. Some may 
(think tihe doeHrine we have stated, unfavorable 
io this gprand and benevolent design. Blessed 
ke 6od» they are mistaken ;/ an^ the idea most 
atiae from a want of underatayiding the «nl)ject* 
This truth is so far in>mvdiiOp«raging exerticpa 
lo convert the Heathen and ^^all in the Jewa, 
ihat it cQutaias the most encomraging motives 
that are to Jb^ fowd i» .all tk^ . vor^ of QfA* 
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Consider all Uie sermoBS that have been preaobed 
or published for supporting the Miasionacj 
oaase ; examine well the most eloquent speeches 
that have been made on the occasion:; yicm, 
search the scriptures for argnments to suppott 
diis great and important undertakiag r and 
where will you find an argument to be compared 
with that wUcb our aotoect presents ? Where 
is there an argument of any force, that is not 
derived from, or dependent upon, this scriptnora, 
troth? 

If there w^ere bnt a possibility of savittg im* 
mortal souls, ev^ry benevolent person would 
exert himself for that pncpose. If a probabiiiibir 
of being instrumental in saving a considerahle 
number were to present itself, how woaM itdbeer 
their spirits, animate their minds, and stinnllit^ 
their exertions in jm>motiDg this gracious design 
of Jehovah ! But what shall we say, and how 
iriioold we act, when we are infornied tiiat there 
is an absolute certainty of saving a multitude 
wkioh no one can iiumber, of every nation, and 
iLingdom, and tongue, and language of pe<^e ? 

What faundatioin have we for such extensive 
jafKer«tiiwKs and cettointy of success in so .glor^ns 
.a,«aote ? The doclrine which has been stated.: 
it feaires not the toaat shadow of a dpuht. Why^? 
BmoMse it proceeds ftQm Ibe f »thei? ^f ligbjMb 
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with whom is no variableneis nor shadow of 
turning. James i. 17. 

Ton hear the Father promising to ** g^ve hi* 
Son the heathen for his inheritance, and the 
uttermost parts of the earth for his possession," 
Is the accomplishment certain ? On what is it 
grounded? I will declare the decree. Ps. ii. 7. 
' You read that men shall be blessed in Christ; 
''all nations shall call him blessed." ** The whola 
earth shall be filled with his glory." Ps. lxni« 

** And it shall come to pass in the last days 
that the mountain of the Lord's house shall be 
established in the top of the mountains/ and shall 
b0 exalted above the hills ; and all nations shall 
flow unto it." Is. ii. 2. 

'VThe glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and 
all flesh shall see it together." Is. xl. 5. 

'.'There was given him (the Son of Man) 
dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all 
people, nations, and languages should serve 
him." Dan. vii. 14. 

"An shall know him, from the least even unta 
the greatest." Heb. viii. 11« , 

'The sacred scriptures abound with the most 
delightful promises and prophecies, relating to 
the enlargement of the church of Christ. From 
what time shall we date their wigin ? From the 
time that holy men were inspired to write them? 
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By no means : '' Known onto God are alt liiii 

works from tbe beginning." He works all titinge. 

after the counsel of his own will which existed 

brfore the foundation of the world* It woold 

have been impossible for God to promise or 

foretel, with any certainty of accomplishmenti 

anless he had, of his own free graces determined 

that it should take place. This he declares he 

had done. And all these precious promises and 

predictions, which relate to the spread of the 

gospel, derive their virtue, extent, efficacy, and 

stability, from his purpose of love. When we 

consider the promises and prophecies, in con^ 

nection with the divine purpose of grace, what % 

grand, noble, and delightful prospect is presented 

td our view ! How extensive ! How compre^ 

hensive! What breadth, and length, and depth, 

and height! Who can form an adequate concept 

Hon V None — It passeth all understanding. 

■ It appears to me, that many pious persons 

have erred, in calculating the number of the 

redeemed. The error seems to have arisen, by 

judging of the number redeemed from unfavora* 

ble circumstances, or periods of the church. 

If we form an estimate of . the number saved, 

fremthe state of the church in the time of Noah, 

weahall greatly err in the calculation. Or if we 

weta 'to judge- from the state of the church 
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Israel, when sevcD thousand were left who had 
not bowed the knee unto Baal, we should greatly 
underrate the number : there were at the same 
time greater numbers in the laud of Judah, 
nhere religion was much more flourishing. 
Should we conline our view to the land of Israel 
and Judah, we could not form an adequate cal- 
culation ; for there have been many pious per- 
sons in other countries. Should we form our 
judgment from the state of the church in the 
days of Christ, when he called his disciples a 
little tlock, it would nut be a fair estimation, 
for the church was increased more than an hun- 
dred fold, soon after the ascension of the 
Redeemer. Nor can we form a correct estimate 
from the present state of the church in the world, 
Bnt in order to judge correctly, and form an 
adequate idea of the numher of the redeemed, 
we must calculate (if 1 may use the expression) 
the UDQumhered niilliaus that will he brought 
into the church, when the gospel has an univer- 
sal spread. When, from the east and from the 
west, from the north and from the south, 
crowds shall Dock to the Messiah. When that 
happy period of the church arrives, that, " All 
shall know the Lord from the least even unto the 
greatest ;" will there not be hundreds of millions 
of saints existing upon the earth at the same 
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time ! What tmmbers will enter heaven daily-^ 
How will the numbers be increased in a month 
— ia a year — in a hundred years ! Who caa 
foim an adequate conception of the thousands^ 
and ten thousand times ten thousands, that will 
be received into the mansions of bliss, daring 
the period of a thousand years, in which the 
Redeemer shall reign most gloriously, and 
universally upon the earth ! 

And, what? The salvation of all this blessed 
company, rendered absolutely certain, from our 
doctrine which has been just stated and defended? 
And the whole glory ascribed to God and the 
Lamb? Surely, then, all pious persons who 
rightly understand this truth, will unite with 
the holy apostles, in blessing and praising the 
Lord, who bath thus blessed us with all spiritual 
blessings — And will gather together in one all 
things in Christ. £pb. i. 3 — 11. 1 Peter i. 2« 

Should any have formed incorrect ideas a{ 
the doctrine, I hope h^ wiU be brought to say 
as a pious young minister once said to me^ 
Having read on th^ doctrine of Election^ he 
said to this purpose — "Oh! Mr. P. I see very 
differently concerning election -^^ I will never 
speak against it any more ^ It is a most 
precious d^ictrine, |cc." 

4M[ the tiiaf» is d^a^wifig near, wk^n all nations 
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will be converted to the faith, the importance 
of oar doctrine mast evidently appear^ since^ 
(to ase the words of Mr. Poller) ''It is of 
no less magnitade than to determine whether 
God, or the creature, shall have the glory of 
the turning point of salvation." 



We shall consider its — 

8. Importance with respect to the comfort , 
support^ and establishment of saints. 

* 

' To picas persons who feel the influence of 
the^ Spirit of God working in their hearts^ 
leading them to Christ, mortifying their earthly 
members, and raising their minds to high, holy^ 
and heavenly things ;-Mvhat can be more con*- 
solatory, than to perceive that their piety is 
the result of a divine, holy, wise, gracious, 
merciful, and unchangeable purpose, — choosing 
them in Christ Jesus unto eternal life, before 
the foundation of the world? It is not easy 
to conceive the exceedingly pleasant, and com- 
fortable sensations, which such an experimental 
acquaintance with the doctrine will produce ! 
"Believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable 
and full of glory." Believing what ? '^ Elect 
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according to the foreknowledge of God; &c.'' 
1 Peter i. 2 — 9. Sach a belief produces 
everlasting consolation and good hope, through 
grace. 

An experimental knowledge of this truth, 
will also have a tendency, more than any thing 
besides, to support and establish the christian, 
under all the trials, temptations, afflictions, and 
calamities of the present life. When all Israel 
nearly had revolted, seven thousand nobly stood 
their ground, and were faithful to the God of 
their Fathers. How was that ? They were of 
the '^ election of grace." Rom. xi. 1. — 

'* There shall arise false Christs and false pro- 
phets, and shall show great signs and wonders ; 
insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall 
deceive the very elect. But that is not possible, 
for they shall be all gathered together from 
the four winds, from one end of heaven to 
another." Matt. xxiv. 31. 

When antichrist came, after the working of 
isatan, with all power, and signs, and lying won- 
ders, and with all deceivableness of unrighte- 
ousness, and produced a general apostacy ; some 
were preserved — ^Who were they ? Those whom 
God had from the beginning chosen to salvation 
through sanctification of the Spirit. 2 Thess. ii. 
18. When all that dwell upon the earth are 
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pteaEure of the divine will, ihe spirit is sent 
down into their hearts, bearing' witness with 
their spirit that they are the children of God. 

Sinoe God has purposed to make them holy, 
and they are chosen to be holy ; — called to be 
holy ;-^have the spirit of holiness; — enjoy the 
promises of holiness ; — and attend the means 
of holiness; — they will in due time be made 
ptrfecHy holy. Indeed, they feel an earnest 
desire, — an nni^uenchable thirst after holiness, — 
to be conformed to the image of their heavenly 
Futher. They desire to be holy as he is holy, 
to be merciful as he is merciful, to be perfect 
as he is perfect. Hence it is a matter of 
unspeakable comfort to them, that God has 
chosen them in Christ, to be holy and without 
blame before him in love. 

The perseverance of the saints in faith, luve, 
diligence, hulinesa, and in the exercise of all 
the graces of the Holy Spirit, follows by in- 
fallible inference from the doctrine of Election, 
as it has been stated. For, if God has, of his 
own grace, according to his immutable purpose, 
chosen them in Christ, before the foundation of 
the world, unto eternal life; he will undonhtedly 
accomplish his purpose, and bring them to the 
enjoyment of that felicity, to which they were 
predestinated. So that we should naturally con- 
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olnde fh>m this doctrine^ that if the scriptures 
asserted anything concerning the perseverance 
of the saints, they mast speak in very positive 
langaage. Is it not so? Bead Prov. x. 25. 
Psalm cxxxviii. 8. Is. liv. 17* John x. 27. 
Bom. viii. 38, 39. Phil. i. 6. &c. 

How does this doctrine bear on the ghry of 
li^aren ? Whom he predestinated — he glorified. 
Bect-^to an inheritance reserved in heaven — 
Father, I will that they whom thoa hast given 
ne, be with me, and see my glory. Rom. 
viii. 30. 1 Peter i. 2. John xvii. 24. 

Hence we see that Election is the very source, 
the very fountain, whence all spiritual blessings 
ftow ; and consequently is a doctrine of infinite 
importance to the church and every individual 
believer. Those believers who deny it, are 
indebted to it for their conversion, perseverance, 
and salvation. 

Consider further the importance of this doc« 
trine with respect to the sacred scriptures* 
Will not the sincere belief of it, infuse a pecu- 
liar sweetness into the word of God, and give 
it a force and energy, which it is impossible to 
feel without a spiritual understanding of this 
truth? Will it not give to the scripture, a 
stability and efficacy in our view, which can be 
d^ved only from the belief that God will, of his 
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own free grace, render it effectaal? Does it 
not render all the promises of God yea and amen 
in Christ Jesus ? Bat without this doctrine, the 
promises cannot be all yea and amen ; not even 
to true believers in Christ: because their faith 
may fail, q^nd the promise of God become of 
none effect. It is the truth which we have stated, 
that gives efficacy, certainty, and stability to 
the promises. Even those which might seem to 
be conditional, requiring faith, love, repentance, 
holiness, trust, prayer, &c. yet they are all sutb 
to the promised seed, for God, by his Holy 
Spirit, according to his purpose of grace, works 
all their works in them and by them, and thus 
prepares them for the enjoyment of all covenant 
blessings. Heb. xiii. 20, 21. 2 Thess. ii. 16, 17. 
Hence it produces holy principles, peculiarly 
excellent and suitable to the relation and con«* 
dition of the saints. These principles will lead 
them to seek the blessings in the way that God 
has promised to bestow them. 

Let us examine the conduct of the people of 
God, as recorded in scripture. Abel offered a 
sacrifice acceptable to God, through faith in 
Christ the Messiah. Enoch, by faith, walked 
humbly, piously, comfortably, and steadfastly 
with God, until he was translated to heaven. 
Noah, by faith, feared God, preached righteous- 
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nesE, and bailt the ark for the preservation of 
himself and his house. 

Abraham, Iscuic, and Jacob, possessed the 
same faiths enjoyed the most intimate communion 
and fellowship with God^ declared themselves 
strangers and pilgrims npon earthy and soaght 
another and a better^ — a beavexiTy country. 
What a pious and amiable disposition did Joseph 
manifest under a long course of the most bitter 
and a£9ictive trials ! What an eminent degree 
of humility, wisdom, prudence, integrity, con- 
descension, meekness, forbearance, tenderness, 
and benevolence he manifested in a state of the 
most exalted prosperity! Moses was eminent 
for his meekness, piety, fidelity, and divine re- 
velations which God made unto him, not only 
for his own private enjoyment, but for the ben- 
efit and comfort of the church, then under bis 
care. The Spirit was poured out to render his 
word beneficial to the people of God. Joshua 
also was highly favored of God, and eminently 
endowed with gifts, graces, and qualifications, 
suited to his important office of leading the chil- 
dren of Israel into the promised land. But time 
would fail to particularize the people of God, 
and the various and precious privileges with 
which they were favored. They were, more or 
less, wonderfully endued with the Holy Spirit^ 
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itupiriag them with wisdom, conrnge, zeal, 
and boldness in tbe cause of God, — holy confi- 
dence, piety, humility, and diligence in attending 
to the calls of Providence, — abhorrence of sin, 
careful observance of the divine directfon, per- 
severance in apposing spiritual enemies ; — and 
all this was done with an entire dependence upon 
God, and ascribing all the glory to his name. 
They lived in the exercise of faith, love, re- 
pentance, and holiness. Tbey trusted in the 
Lord, cast their cares and burdens upon him, 
committed their thuuglits, ways, and works unto 
him, to bring it to pass, to bring forth their 
righteousness as the light, and their judgment 
as the nooD-day. 

The people of God truly walk with him. They 
pray unto him to inslract and teach them in the 
way that they should go, to guide them with his 
eye. In all their ways they acknowledge him, 
and he directs their steps. They love, fear, and 
serve him. They remember his kindness, de- 
light in his ways, and value his favor above life 
itself. They can appeal to God and say, "Whom 
have I in heaven but thee, and there is none 
upon earth that I desire besides thee." Psalm 
Ixxiii. 35. What sweet communion they have 
with God, and with his Son Jesus Christ ! 
What enjoyment of tlie promises ! What de- 
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ligbtfal anticipations from the prophecies ! What 
pleasing prospects of heaven/ and eternal bles- 
sedness ! The Hbly Spirit takes of the things 
of 'Christ; repeals them to their minds/ and 
shews them things to come. 
. Does not experience like this ran through the 
Old Testament ? Begin at Genesis and read 
tbfoagh the Old Testament, and see whether 
thete are- not persons who have had the most 
intimate cbmmiiiiion with God, and enjoymeht 
of bis peculiar favour. The secret of the Lord 
n^as with them, and he shewed unto them his 
covenant : the secret of his purpose, of his 
providence, and of his grace, was with them. 
Especially in the Book of Psalms, we read the 
delightful intercourse between God and his 
people. Does it not evidently discover a pecu- 
liar people, in whom the Lord delighted ? And 
th^y also delighted themselves in God — ^in his 
pairpose* Is. xxv. 1 — in his covenant, Psa. 
Ixxxix. — in his promises, .2 Sam. vii. — ^in his 
o/dinances, Psa. Ixxxiv. &c. &c, / What a 
sweet, ple«&ant, : holy, and divine strldn of 
experience, runs through the sacred writings ! 

Who were the persons that entered into the 
spuituid pai:t of divine worship, and enjoyed such 
intioi^ate and delightful communion with God % 
Let the holy aqd inspired apostle instruct us : 




and O that oar hearts may wiUi meekaess receive 
bis inatructian ! "To the Israelites pertaiiieth the 
adoptiun, and tlie (i^lory, and the covenants, and 
the giving of the law, and the service of God, and 
the promises."— Though the Israelites in general, 
weretfaoB highly favored with the external privi- 
Jeges ; yet they did not value nor improve them, 
and ooHseqtiently were deprived of the saving be- 
nefits. And thus, if God had left it dependent 
npon tl>OTi, his promise might have failed, and 
his word have taken oone elfect. Bnt did God 
leave it in this precarious state ? No, he wisely 
prevented it, and preserved his trwn glory, and 
the inviolability uf his word. The oliildren of 
tiie prOTiUse, whom God had choaen, enjeyed 
the promises in their full and saving effects. 
Tbey «re the persuDs who truly believed in 
Christ, wsilked hum^bly with God, enjoyed bis 
favor, and inherited the <prumiseB in tbe»r full 
extent. Will not the belief of our doctrine, 
lead persons now into tbe same holy, humble, 
spiritual, heavenly, nnd conscientious walking 
with God ? Will they not enter into the rich 
experience of the saints, and follow tbeir steps, 
an tbey followed Christ .' 

When the Saviour made bis appearance upon 
earth, and brought life and immortality to light 
by the gospel, ibis precious doctrine was re- 
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vealed in a mnch clearer manner tban nader 
tbe Old Testament; botb by Christ and fais 
apostles. Wbat a beaaty, and sweetness, and 
force, and stability, this doctrine gives to tha 
wbole of the New Testament ! If it were to bo 
taken ont of the gospels and epistles, or thesa 
scriptures wrested to another sense, what a pain^- 
fa) deficiency would be felt, by every person 
enlightened to see its importance I That precions 
declaration of Christ : " My sheep hear my voice 
— I give unto them eternal life, and they shaU 
never perish, Slc. must be taken conditionalty, 
and then would lose its beauty and force. The 
most aETectionate and all-prevailing prayer of 
C&rist, recorded in John xvii, must be taken 
emiditionaibj, and then would leave the state of 
the persons for whom he prayed, at the §:reafest 
oncertainty ! The most delightful and positive 
declarations of the inspired apostles, concerning 
the safety of the chnrch, end of every believer 
in Jeans Christ, must be taken conditionally, 
and then would represent the whole church mili- 
tant, and every individual believer, in a state 
of uncertainty, and in daoger of perishing ever* 
lastingly ! Who can conceive the painful sen- 
sations that would be felt by pious persons who 
have fled for refoge to lay hold on the hope set 
before them in the gospel ; relying upon God, 
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as confirming the imqMitability of his. coansel 
3Hrith,aaoiitfa,t1iat they might have strong cbnso^ 
lation ! - Would .&ey not tremble for their own 
safety and th^at of the church ? 
\ ' But ^pramting the truth of the doctrine we are 
defending, — with what holy courage, fortitude^ 
jnid joy, wilLit inspire the mind ! How- will it 
animajfce the believer < in his christian > war£are! 
.Though harassed, tempted, distressed, cast down; 
fainting^ — yet he feels, an inward. resolution to 
persevere — a determination not to yield— believ- 
iog.that he who hath begun the good work, will 
perform it until the day of Jesus Christ. Phil; 
iw 6^ He still resists the adversary. He still 
hopes for the victory ; believing that he who hath 
chosen. him to. salvation, will, in the use of the 
jueiEms. which lie has. appointed, complete the 
fMWirk. He.still cleaves unto Christ, believing) 
t)iat being chosen ia Christ, he. is interested in 
all his. merits.; and having entrusted himself to. 
his care, he is not ashamed, knowing whom he 
hath believed, and persuaded that he is. able te 
kjeep what he hath conunitted . unto him against 
that day. ''Persuaded that neither death, not 
life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, , npi: 
height^ nor depth, nor, any other creature, shall 
be able to. separate us from the love of .God 
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which is in Christ Jesus. He istill feels 'a 
love to God his heavenly Father, proceeding 
from a sense of his everlasting love, and the 
loving-kindness with which he hath drawn 
1m^ to the enjoyment of himself. However 
discouraged from the world, the fleshy and; 
the great enemy, he still pursues the paths .of 
holiness, believing that as God has chosen him 
to be holy, he will by his word and Spirit> in 
<}ue time, make him perfectly holy* How da 
we see this exemplified in the primitive christians, 
in the apostles of Christ, and especially in the 
apostle Pan// Though the believer feels him- 
self to be a fallen, guilty, polluted, wretched, 
miserable, and helpless creature, in himself,< 
yet he does not despair, but still places confi-^ 
dence in God, believing that it is of free, sov- 
ereign, and infinite grace, that he is chosen, 
called, and will be eternally saved. Though he 
beholds the powers of earth and hell craftily, 
4)onstantly, and maliciously opposing his salva- 
tion, and seeking his desftruction with that of 
the whole church ; yet he is not hereby greatly 
moved, but still preserves his hope and confi- 
dence firpi unto the end, believing that the, 
counsel of the Lord shall stand, and he will do. 

* * * ■ . . 

all his pleasure. What stability do such truths 
^ve to the believer! Stability in faith, hplinessi 




comfort, and diligent nse of a)l the means of 
God's appointment. 

The doctrine we have stated, is eqnalty cal- 
culated to elevate the mind above the prejudices 
and carnal reasonings which are so pernicions to 
the practice of piety, benevolence, and self- 
deutal. Is the christian taaght to be holy, as 
God is holy ? to be merciful, as he is merciful i 
to be perfect, as he is perfect t Who can at- 
tend to these precepts? Why, if God has chosen 
persons to be thus holy, and called them to be 
thns holy, and sends bis Spirit to produce this 
holiness, mercy, and perfection, — it must, in 
dne season, be produced. This thought will 
animate the christian to pray for himself and the 
whole chnrcb, that "they may stand perfect and 
complete in all the wilt of God." Besides, it 
will also make christians kind and forbearing 
towards each other, knowing that in a little 
time they will all be among the "spirits of the 
just made perfect." la the believer required to 
deny himself, take ap bis cross daily, and 
follow Christ ? If chosen in Christ, redeemed 
by Christ, and strengthened by Christ, this will 
not be deemed hard nor impossible. Christ 
saith, "My yoke is easy, and my burden 
is light." "Ton have not chosen me, but 
' bare chosen you, and ordained yon, that 



ywk sliattld go, wui bring fortk fri»t^"— rAr* 
ciiristuttij^ requited to kiye oaeanother? Yea* 
to love their emanies, tot Uesa these thftt 
oorae thcan^ to da good to those that hate 
them^ and pray for those that desfdtefaUjF. 
uae thenif aad persecute thett? These> are^ 
bard sayings indeed to natnre, aad to grace too^ 
seipettflBies : batthedoetrinewehaY^eatsAUsbed, 
piodaces t^prmciph wfaiob raises the niad aur-^ 
perior to the carnal reaaottings of corrapt nature^ 
and famishes the soul with supplies of grae€^ so 
tkat; the christian may saj» ** I can do ^1 thuig»r 
tbceagh Christ strengthening me." If chosen 
iii Christ to be conformed to hia iauige^ wboi 
died for his enemies, he betieves it Tory poastUe 
to> be done, and feek an eameat desire to efcayi 
the command^ and follow the exampfe' of hisi 
dear Kedieeiner. Can any thing be more teikddlD 
and forcible^ than the aposde's exhortatioB^ fravc 
thia principle? '^Put on« therefore/ aa llie 
€ltof eC Giod, holy and beloved^, howela of awrciesi. 
kindaBss^ humUeoess ctf mind^ meekness^ long^ 
anffnring, tender-heartedness^ farbeariafp one 
another, and forgiving one another/ even aa 
God^ Urn Christ's sake, hath forgiven yon*" 

TJM^ «ttp«r*iarcclfeiicy of this doctrine is, that 
it not onlyi contains the most pomsfui motive in 
itaelf, kidt it renders all other motives in the 
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gt>spel effective* ** I have chosen and ordained; 
ydu — to bring forth /mi/." — *^Work — for Grod 
worketh in you, both to will and to do of his good 
pleasure*^ Chosen to be holy — ^through sanctifi- 
cation of the Spirit unto obedience*— conseqaently 
to attend anto the precepts^ exhortations, mo- 
tives, &c. of the gospel of Christ. 
> Hence when the apostle has stated the doc- 
trines of grace, he urges a corresponding prac- 
tice, from the most endearing, evangelical, and 
efficacious motives. "I beseech you by the 
mercies of God** — Rom. xii. What excellent 
precepts are contained .in this chapter ! What 
christian does not wish and pray to have them 
engraven in his very heart, by the Spirit of the 
living God, and influencing his whole life? So 
likewise all the epistles contain exhortations and 
directions for a holy conversation, grounded on 
the most pure and evangelical principles. 

The people of God, therefore, should seek 
after universal holiness, and attend diligently 
all the means of grace ; for as they are chosen 
to holiness, they can have no evidence of their 
election, but from the renewing and sanctifying 
influence of the Holy Spirit. This he effects by 
drawing them to Christ, and enabling them to 
live a life of faith on him who. loved them, and 
washed them from sin in bis own blood ; ^re-. 
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deeming them from all iniquity, and purifying 
to himself a peculiar people zealous of good 
works. 

Hence they are exhorted — " Beside this, 
giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue ; 
and to virtue knowledge ; and to knowledge 
temperance ; and to temperance patience ; and 
to patience godliness ; and to godliness brotherly 
kindness ; and to brotherly kindness charity. — 
Wherefore, the rather, brethren, give diligence 
to make your calling and election sure : for if ye 
do these things ye shall never fall : for so an 
entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly 
into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ.'' 2 Pet. i. 5—7, 10—11. 

Having stated the doctrine, and proved its 
truth from reason, scripture, and experience of 
the saints ; having likewise shown that the 
objections brought against it, arise, either from 
a misunderstanding of the doctrine, or false 
inferences, and have not the least force to over- 
throw the doctrine itself ; having also pointed 
pat its excellency and importance, with respect 
to Godr — the conversion of sinners — and conso- 
lation of the saints. We shall now proceed 
to the hist part. 
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CHAP. V. 
THE APPLICATION. 

This we shall attempt by addressing — 

1. Those who are favored with a divine reve- 
lation — the Bible. 

2. Those who savingly believe the gospel. 

SECTION I. 

Thoie who are favored with a Divine Revelation.^ 

You have the Bible, which contains the 
revelation that God has made concerning himself 
and his works* You read and hear the sacred 
scriptures, ** which are able to make you wise 
unto salvation, through faith which is in Christ 
Jesus." The word of God declares your fallen, 
guilty, miserable, and helpless state, and points 
out the Lord Jesus Christ, as the way, the 
truth, and the life ; and the only name under 
heaven given among men, whereby we must be 
saved. But, perhaps, you will say, '' If I am not 
elected, it wiH be no use to attend the means.'' 
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This objection is unreasonable, unscripiural, 
and very presumptuous. ** No man can justly 
question or disbelieve his election^ — while it is 
possible that ever he may be holy.*' — Dr« Owen 
on the Spirit — ^Abridgment by Rev. G. Burder. 

And as you are favored with the moans, 
whereby thousands and millions are made holy, 
is it not possible for you to be made holy ? yea, 
is it not highly probable that yon will be made 
holy, in attending the means of God's appoint- 
ment ? yea, is it not certain, if you sincerely 
desire holiness and salvation through Jesus 
Christ ? How needless then are your scruples ! 

There is not a person in the world, of whom 
we can say, ** He is not elected : no, not even 
among the most barbarous Africans, or ferocious 
Zealanders. There is not a person among those 
barbarous tribes, concerning whom, we may not 
dope for his salvation, and be encouraged to 
wefach unto him the unsearchable riches of Christ 
Much less can it be said of any in this country, 
irbere the gospel is clearly and fully revealed, 
t)iat he is not chosen unto salvation through 
Jiuictification of the Spirit, and belief of the 
fruth. Still less can it be said of a person who 
^ppnefuUy and conscientiously attends to the 
means, which God has appointed for the con* 
f ecfdoi^ and salvation of sinners. And still lesf 
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again, of a person who is earnestly enquiring^ 
'* What must I do to be saved V Should such a 
person, for one moment, discourage himself from 
the idea that he is not elected, he wrongs his 
own soul, he does the greatest injury to himself, 
and is not so thankful as he ought to be, for 
the favors that God has already bestowed 
upon him. 

Are you desirous of being saved by the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and yet feel backward to apply, 
because you do not know that you are chosen in 
Christ unto eternal life? What, must you be 
absolutely certain of salvation,, before you will 
move a step to seek the blessing ? As well might 
Adam have refused to exert the powers which 
he had, unless God would give him assurance of 
eternal life ! As well might all the millions who 
have sought and obtained salvation in Jesus 
Christ, have neglected it in the same manner! 
But happy for them, they sought and found ! 
Must you know your election first? You are in- 
verting God's method of bestowing his blessings. 
Ho person can possibly know that he is elected in 
Christ until he believes in him. Election cannot 
be read without the walls of the gospel church. 
You must enter into the church by the door 
of faith, if you would make your calling and 
^l^ction^ sure. Entering this door^ by faith iik 
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a cracifiecl Saviour, you will hear the Fatheif 
saying, " I forgive all your sins, justify your 
person, accept you in the beloved, and you are 
welcome to the enjoyment of all the blessings 
which I have provided and promised." Then, 
looking around on the walls of the spiritual 
temple, you will see, among other delightful 
inscriptions, ^^ Chosen in Christ Jesus, before 
tbe foundation of the vrorld, &o/' " I have 
loved thee with an everlasting love, therefore 
with loving-kindness have I drawn thee." It 
will fill your mind with unspeakable pleasure, 
to read and enjoy these discoveries of divine 
love! In this way, Paul, and other holy men, 
obtained and enjoyed the blessing. When the 
apostle exclaimed, '* Lord, what wilt thou have 
me to do?" he scarce knew whether he should 
escape the just indignation of an offended 
Judge: but, trembling, he prayed to the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and presently it was revealed, 
** He is a chosen vessel unto me." Acts ix. 

Let no sinner, then, that feels his need of 
Jesus Christ as a Saviour, be discouraged in 
coming unto him for salvation : for it is certain 
that he will cast out none that come unto the 
Father through him. Feeling your need of the 
Saviour, you are to go directly to him, for all 
those blessings which^are requisite to your com* 
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plete and eternal salvation. Faiths repentance^ 
and holiness, are the gifts of God through Jesus 
Christ, and should be sought, as well as all 
other blessings connected with tbem. For» 
** Christ is of God made unto us wisdom and 
righteousness, sanctification, and redemption.** 
Not only those who have the full assurance of 
faith, but those also who are weak in faith, are 
welcome to Jesus Christ. Nehemiah prayed 
**0 Lord, I beseech thee, let now thine ear 
be attentive to the prayer of thy servants, who 
dksire to fear thy name." i. 11. The poor man 
who came to Christ, cried, *^ Lord, I believe, 
hdp thou my unbelief.*' Mark ix. 24. 

That the gospel thus encourages sinners to 
eome unto Jesus Christ, is abundantly evident 
from sacred scripture. Hear and read for 
yourself. '* If thou. Lord, shouldst mark 
iniquity, O Lord, who shall stand ? But there 
is forgiveness with thee, that thou mayest be 
feared. With the Lord there is mercy and 
plenteous redemption; and he shall redeem 
Israel from all his iniquities." Psalm cxxz, 
8, 4, 7, 8. " Wisdom crieth without ; she 
nttereth her voice in the streets : she crieth in 
the chief place of concourse, in the openings 
of the gates : in the city she uttereth her words, 
4Mying, How long, ye simple 6neS| will ye lov« 
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simplicity? and the scortiers delight in their 
scorning, and fools hate knowledge ? Turn yon 
at my reproof: behold, I will pour oat my spirit 
unto you, I will make known my words unto 
you." Prov. i. 20—23. 

** Come, now, and let us reason together^ 
saith the Lord : though your sins be as soar- 
let, they shall be as white as snow ; though 
tiiey be red like crimson, they shall be as wool/' 
Is. i. 18. 

*' I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transr 
gressions for mine own sate, and will not re- 
member thy sins. Pat me in remembrance : let 
us plead together: declare thou that thou 
mayest be justified." Is. xliii. 25, 20. *'I have 
blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, 
and, as a cloud, thy sins : return unto me, for 
I have redeemed thee." Is. xUy. 22. ** Ho ! 
every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, 
and he that hath no money ; come ye, bay, and 
^t; yea, come, buy wine and milk without 
ilioney and without price." ''Seek ye the Lord 
while he may be found, call ye upon him, while 
he is near: Let the wicked forsake his way, 
and the unrighteous man his thoughts : and let 
him return unto the Lord, and he will have 
m^rcy upon him, and to our God, for he will 
abundantly pardoa/' Is. Iv. 1, 6, 7. 
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perisb, but that all shmild come to repentncW* 
2 Pet. til. 9. 

Did not Manasseh obtain pankming mevoy^ 
and saving .graoe» wImh he songfat unto Gad 
tkrongh Jesiu Chfisl ibe Redeem^ I 2 Gbron. 
xxxiii. 12, Id. 

Did not the three thctuand who had united in 
cracifjing the San o£ God, abtaia pardeaiiig. 
mercy and laTUig grace, when they were prkkedt 
in their hearta, and said, ''What shall we do t^^ 
Acts ii. 37. CHi what a wooderful chMge 
speedily took place in the state and cwMb^t og 
those persens ! From the most wretched and 
miserable sinners, dksy became the meal he)j$» 
happy, and eminenf saints ! 

Did not the Remans, the CeriatbiaiiSy the^ 
Galatians, the Ephesians, &€• obtain pardoning 

mercy, and abondaBee of ftee, sovereign, aaad 
efficacious grace ? Read the epiedes, and tiwn. 
say — Shall yon beiir|ected i Shall you be cast 
o«t ? Shall you be sent empty away, on yevr 
appIicatioD to JTesus' Christ, the friend of sinners? 
No: GikI, who cannot lie, hath declared that 
you shall not perish, bat shatt have a strong 
coDSolatioD. * * It is a foithliil saying, and wostiiy 
of all acceptation, thai Christ Jesus o«a»e into 
the world to save sinners ; ot wbom. (saith the 
apostle) lam ohid; Why aach^ asinaer as iP^nd 
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selceted? ''Fov ikh caum, saidi be, I obtained 
mercy, that in me first Jesas Christ might sheir 
forth all loBg'-sidferiiig, fot a pattern to them 
whe sbociM hereafter helieve on him to IMe ever* 
bating:' 1 Tim. i. IS^ 16. 

The very thief upon the €r€$9 wm heard and 
accepted. How was the prodigal received aad 
embraced in arms of compassion, tenderness, 
and meroy ! 80 will the Fathet ef m«rcies, aod 
Ood of all comfort, receive every returning 
sinner. O that the promised Spirit may be 
povred oiit hi rich ab«iid«Me, and draw malti- 
tvdes te> Chiivt, ttat they ma^ be saved in him, 
with' an evedaitiBg saivation ! 

We sball-^ 

Adin$i those itAo eavingbf Mieve the Goepel 

Revelation*^ 

Maay have veeeived it, not ae the word of 
mei, bat a» it is in truth, the wcnrd of Ged^ 
which effeetnaHy worketh in them tilaf believe; 
1 Thess. ii. 13. 

"Where the word ia tbu» receifed, it makes 
the per90BS new creatures in Christ Jesus : M 
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things are passed away; behold all things aire 
become new. Such a faith purifies the heart/ 
and works by love— love to God — ^love to Qirist 
— ^love to the Holy Spirit — love to the saints—* 
love to mankind — ^love to all the means of grace 
-^and love to the appearing of the Lord Jesas 
Christ. ; 

{ . -I • • ■ ' 

I. Are you Weak, Tempted^ Doubting, and 

Fearful? 

Fearful, lest the enemy should get the advan->; 
tage ?. Jest yon ishould fall into sin? . lest you 
should not hold out to the end and be saved 2 
Does this discourage you in opposing sin ? in 
resisting the enemy 1 in attending the means ? 
O thou of little faith, wherefore dost thou doubt? 
Is [the arm of the Lord shortened that it cannot 
save or redeem you ? Is he not engaged for 
you? Do you watch, pray, and strive against 
sin, satan, and the world, and yet tremble lest 
your faith fail you, and your God too ? But O 
Christian^ consider, and well consider — that your 
little fgith is an evidence that. yon are interested 
in the covenant iqve and mercy of a grefi$, 
an eternal, unchangeable God ! . Dp yon consi- 
der that the streams of grace which yon have 
tasted, proceed from fin inexhaustible fountaia 
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of goodness^ love, and mercy, sealed and con- 
firmed to yoQ, by the dying love and atoning 
blood of the dear Redeemer? Though it may 
be communicated to yon sparingly, and lead 
you to fear lest it should fail, yet depend upon 
it, the ^fountain will never fail, but will be in 
you a well of living water,, springing up- to 
everlasting life ! ; Whence your love, to the 
Saviour? Your longing desires to have him of 
God, made unto yon wisdom,; righteousness; 
sanctification^ and redemption ? Whence: your 
fear of offending him ? Your carefulness ? Your 
clearing of youi^selves ? Your indignation 
against sin ■. Your; zeal for the glory, of God ? 
Your revenge on those lusts and passions^which 
oppose his will ? This did not proceed from 
you, but from God.; Ton : have not chosen 
Christ, but he hath chosen you, and ordained 
you that yon should go (md bring, forth fruit, 
and that your fruit should remain. Is. not this 
an . evidence that you , are chosen in Christ to 
salvation ? Chosen before the foundation of . the 
world? Chosen of his: purpose and grace; 
that you might be holy and happy for ever ? 
What, then, shall separate from the loye of 
Christ? Rom viii. 35* . . '. 
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12. Are you under the hidings of CMts Face ? 

Is fUfl a Matter of die greatest grief to yon ? 
Do yoa eommvne with year own lieait i Make 
dfligeiit 'Saarch ? Long and pray for &e liflit 
of God's countenance? Are yoa sayifig» ''The 
Lend hath forgi^ten to be firaoiovs ? he will be 
&vorable no more ?" This is your infirmity. 
Our doctrine «ecB9e6 his jretnm io the knmhk 
8ob1» pantiog and breathing after the enjoyment 
ef hittfldf. Think not that I ^m wveniing 
terms joit to sooth the mind, ibar the woeds 
of Jebovak himself: ''Sing, O heavens; end 
be joyful, O earth ; and break forth in4e siagtii^y 
Oimountains^ for the Lord hath comforted bis 
people, find wiU have mercy upon bis afltioted* 
Bat Zion said, The Lord bath forsaken «e, and 
my Lord beth forgotten me. Can a woman 
forget her seeking 4ihil4, (that she shoeM siet 
have compassion en the son of ber wentb } yea, 
Ibey may forget, yet will I net fonget thee. 
S«ihetd,' I have gnwen 4bee<inpon the fuibns of 
my bands ; thy walls ane continoally before me." 
Is. £lix« 13-*^])6. *' For « small »monienit bare I 
forsaken thee ; bat with great menoies wiH I 
gather thee. In a little wraA I bid my face iswi 
thee for a moment ; but with everlasting kindness 
will I have mercy on thee, saith the Lord thy 
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Redeamer. For this is as the waters of NmIi 
unto me : for, as I have sworn that the waters 
of Noah shonki no more go over the earlh, so 
have J sworn that I would not rbe wrath wUli 
thee, nor rebuke thee. For the moufttains shall 
depart, md the bills be removed ; bat my kiwi- 
nesi shall not de;)art from thee, iieidber ahatl tim 
covenant of My fiteace be removed, saitib the 
Lord, that bath meroy on A^eJ* Is. liv. 7-*rlQ. 
How wdl this agrees with the doctrine we 
have jstated ! and how caloalated to aflEtutd 
consolation to the afflicted ! 

& Are yau SIMJM? 

Yo9 are not in the way to make yourcaUing 
and eieotion sore. Yon a^e giving bat a very 
unsatisfactory evidence of ^yoar being possessed 
of the^grace of iGiod in truths The peeple of 
God woold be ready to place yea among the 
foolish virgins, wene iit not diat ''They all sfaim- 
beoed and slept." Bat, vemember, it is not 
eMoagh to have the oil of grace in yoor lampe, 
bat yoa are io have them well trimmed, and 
year lights burmng ! fithoald yoa not aUend t9 
this, you will be awfully alarmed : for slothful- 
ness casts into a deq^ sleep! Who can tell 
what the awful consequence may be ! To sleep. 
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with sin, like a slow, deadly poison, operating ! 
To sleep in the midst of enemies, dangers, and 
calamities innumerable \ What was the conse- 
quence to David? You know. — And Solomon t 
And Jonah? He was cast into the depths of 
the sea, and feared that he should be cast into 
hell ! Surely you would not wish to go to hea-^ 
yen in this awful and terrible manner! Y'cia 
would not wish to suffer loss, and be saved so ai^ 
by fire! lCor.iii«l5. These are awful warn- 
ings! But it is in love, to you they are 
presented. : . ■. 

Yon must have altogether neglected the 
nature and tendency of the doctrine which has 
been stated, or you would have been excited to 
give all diligence .to make your calling and 
election sure,. as directed and exhorted by the 
sacred writer. 2 Peter' i. 6 — 16. 

What examples, of holy diligence were the; 
apostles, of :Christ! and especially the<apo9tl6 
Paul! ''And we. desire that every one of you 
do.shew the same: diligence to the full assurance 
of hope unto the end: That ye be not slothfid-^ 
bat followers of them who through faith and 
patience inherit the promises/' Heb* : vi,; 

XI, 12, ; 
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4. Are you a Backslider? 

That you have acted foolishly, wickedly, and 
most nDgratefally, is certain. For yoa have 
committed two evils ; yoa have forsaken the 
fountain of living waters, and hewed oat 
cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no 
water. Jer. ii. 13. 

Has the Lord drawn yoa with cords of love? 
and have yoa barst those bands, and departed 
from him ! Are yoa not '* filled with year own 
ways?" Are yoa satisfied? Will yoa continoe 
to backslide ? How roinoas ! Is there no 
encoaragement to return unto a God of infinite 
goodness, love, and mercy? Amazing con- 
descension and grace! there is hope! Hear 
the Lord's gracions and mercifal invitations. 
** Retarn, thoa backsliding Israel, saith the 
Lord ; and I will not canse mine anger to fall 
upon you: for I am mercifal, saith the Lord, 
and I will not keep anger for ever. Only 
acknowledge thine iniqaity.'' Jer. iii. 12, 13. 
"Retarn, ye backsliding children, and 1 will 
heal your backslidings.'* 22 v. Will yoa not say. 
Behold, we come unto thee ; for thoa art the 
Lord oar God? "O, Israel, retam!" Hos. 
xiv. 1. "And Samael said anto the people. 
Fear not : ye have done all this wickedness - 
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yet tarn not aside from following the Lord, 
but serve the Lord with all year heart ; and tarn 
ye not aside : for then should ye go away after 
vain things, which cannot profit nor deliver^ 
for they are vain. For the l4Qrd will not forsake 
his people for his great narnds sake : &ecatM« it 
hath pleased the Lord to make you his people. 
Only fear the Lord, and serve him in truth with 
alLyour heart; for consider how great things 
he hath done for you." 1 Sam. xii. 30 — 22, 24. 
Consider David, Psalm li. and Peter, Matt, 
xxvi. 75. Cannot God restore you in the 
same manner? 

6. Are you Strong, Zealous, and Rejoicing in 

the ways of the Lord? 

Beware of self confidence ! " Rejoice with 
trembling." ''Work out your own salvation 
with fear and trembling; for it is God who 
worketh in yon." Beware of trusting in your 
own strength, zeal, diligence, or enjoyments. 
These are pleasing evidences, and should pro- 
duce humble and grateful recollections and 
praises ; but they are no foundation for trust. 
You must wholly rely on the steady purposes of 
Jebovah — ^the merits and intercession of the Lord 
JTesus Christ — the constant supply of grace and 
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sfrengtb from the Holy Spirit. Otherwise^ yon 
may soon become weak, languid, and sorrowful* 
Remember Adam in paradise ; he did not stand. 
Remember David — and Solomon — ^and Jehosa- 
phat — and Hezekiah — and Peter — and all the 
disciples of Christ. They are proofs of the weak- 
ness and instability of men« even the best, when 
left in any measure to themselves ! And, blessed 
be God, they are proofs also of divine mercy, 
and restoring grace ! Though weak in themselves, 
they could do all things through Christ strength- 
ening them. His grace was sufficient for them ; 
his strength was made perfect in their weakness. 
Is not his grace still sufficient ? In him, then, 
let Us trust; for with the Lord Jehovah is ever- 
lasting strength. Is. xxvi« 4. He saith, "Fear 
thou not, for I am with thee : be not dismayed, 
for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, 
I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the 
right-hand of my righteousness." Is. xli. 10. 
The Lord will give true courage and strength ; 
and keep the mind in perfect peace, that is 
stayed upon him : because it trusteth in him. 

6. Are you a young Believer? 

This is very pleasing. Perhaps you think, and 
others may think so too, that the doctrine which 
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has been slated, is not becoming your age, and 
standing in the christian church. I am constrained 
to think differently. Is it not becoming for yoo 
tp read the scriptures in a pious, holy, humble, 
and spiritual frame of mind, with earnest prayer 
for the Holy Spirit to teach you, and guide you 
into all truth ? The Spirit of God can as easily 
teach you this truth, as faith in Christ, repentance 
for your sins, and holy conversation. And is 
there not reason to believe that he will teach this 
truth, since it is most conducive to holiness, both 
of heart and life? See Dr. Owen on the Spirit. 
Would you pass over those parts of the scripture 
which relate to this doctrine ? How much more 
becoming to receive with meekness the ingrafted 
word which is able to save the soul : which is able, 
through faith in Christ Jesus, to make you truly 
wise for time and eternity ! 

As I have already observed, it is nearly thirty 
years since I first knew and enjoyed this doctrine. 
I was then, of course, young in years and expe- 
rience : though I had, through divine mercy, for 
several years previous to this season, known and 
enjoyed the Saviour. On reading the Article as 
I have mentioned, and meditating on the scrip- 
tures, and other pious subjects, with prayer and 
supplication, I found this truth full of unspeakable 
comfort. Its tendency certainly was most bene- 
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ficial ; for it lead me at the time, to the most 
close, hambie, and delightful walking with 
God. It enabled me to mortify and snbdae sins 
with which I had painfully conflicted for several 
years before. It also produced a very great ten- 
derness of conscience, which I most earnestly 
wish, and hope by the grace of God, to preserve 
through life. When I first felt my mind impressed 
with this truth, I had no person with whom I 
could converse on religious subjects. Nor do I 
recollect having heard the subject mentioned in 
preaching, though I constantly attended the word. 
At this time I knew but little of the religious 
world ; and nothing of the controversial! It never 
occurred to my mind, that a doctrine so clearly 
revealed in scripture, and the very name of which 
was exceedingly delightful, could be so opposed 
and spoken against! And I verily believe, that 
were it not for the misunderstanding and misre- 
presentations of this doctrine, it would be as 
readily received by christians as other parts of 
scripture, and prove to them a source of the 
richest consolation. 

May you, my dear young friends, be the hon- 
ored and happy instruments in the hands of God, 
of enjoying, preserving, and establishing this 
glorious truth of the gospel. But do not seek to 
promote out of pride, ostentation, vain-glory, 
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or any such evil dispositions ; for nothing can bo 
more pernicious and contrary to the sacred scrip- 
tnresy than such conduct. Seek the knowledge 
and enjoyment of this truth, with all humility^ 
meekness, and lowliness of mind ; with reading, 
meditation, prayer, and careful and conscientious 
walking with God. It cannot be known and en- 
joyed, but by the influence of the Holy Spirit ; 
and when the Spirit truly teaches these truths, 
they will be connected with all his saving graces 
and virtues. " The fruits of the Spirit are love, 
joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, 
faith, meekness, temperance." Gal. v. 32. ^'Fi- 
najly, brethren, whatsoever things are true, what- 
soeyer things are honest, whatsoever things are 
just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever 
things are lovely, whatsoever things are of goo^ 
report ; if there be any virtue, and if there be 
any praise, think on these things." Phil. iv. 8. 
This will make you like Samuel, and David, and 
Josiah, and Timothy, and many others, who have 
been early taught and influenced by the Holy 
Spirit, 

7. Have you contracted views of the euhjeci, and 
cannot relish other parts of the scripturei 

This must proceed from partial, limited, and 
incorrect ideas of the truth. It bears upon everjr 
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jpart of the bible, and consequently, upon every 
subject in divinity ; whether doctrinal, practical, 
experimental, or devotional. And in all its 
bearings, it is favorable to holiness, and the hap- 
piness of men. Surely then, it ought to be 
preached in its most diversified and comprehen- 
sive forms and influence. ''AH scripture is given 
by inspiration, and is profitable," &c. 2 Tim. iii. 16. 

It should be considered that there is generally 
a great variety of persons in a congregation : 
their states, sentiments, attainments, and circum- 
stances are very various ; and therefore require 
a variety of appropriate matter. The scriptures 
furnish this variety ; and the minister who has to 
preach three or four times a week to the same 
people, will find it necessary to search diligently 
the word of God, and bring forth new things and 
old, for the supply of the congregation: dividing 
to each his portion in due season. Consequently 
there should be a disposition in the people to 
receive every part of the word of God, taken in 
its plain and obvious meaning. 

The first promise recorded in Gen. iii. contains 
the whole gospel in miniature : but who would 
like to have that verse constantly assumed as the 
theme of discourse? Though it contains the seed 
or root of the gospel, yet that has since sprung 
up, sent forth a body, with limbs and branches, 
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bearing abundance of leaves, blossoms, aarf 
fruits. Every part of this tree of life, deserves 
our attention. So the doctrine of Election is 
most extensively expanded, and every part re* 
quires close and minute attention, and investiga- 
tion, in order to understand its qualities and 
excellencies. It is acknowledged that the hu- 
man mind can consider attentively but one object 
at a time. This leads ministers generally to select 
one subject,— explain, confirm, illustrate, and 
enforce this truth, that it may be understood, 
felt, and exemplified in the conduct. Hereby 
the different parts are more distinctly known, 
and the whole more thoroughly comprehendedt 
and rendered beneficial to the christian. 

When the nature and perfections of God ; — 
the person and work of Christ ; — the personality 
and influence of the Holy spirit; — are explained 
and applied, agreeably to the divine purpose 
of grace and mercy, the doctrine is preached, 
though the term may not be mentioned. When 
the promises, invitations, precepts, warnings, 
exhortations, &;c. of the word, are stated and 
enforced consistent with the principle of this 
doctrine — the principle of grcuie — then the doc- 
trine is preached, though other terms may be 
used to designate the persons addressed. 

But when we speak of the principle of grace. 
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it shoald be considered, that some inclade a 
great deal more in the term than others do. 
Seme, by the grace of God to his people, under- 
stand the divine love — merits of Christ — and 
the influence of the Holy Spirit — engaged and 
operating, so as to make their salvation certain ; 
as stated in the first part of our subject. Others 
consider the grace of God as given conditionally^ 
dependent on man himself; and, consequently, 
the saving result is uncertain Hence, the same 
doctrines of the gospel may be preached, and^all 
declared to be of grace, and yet there may be a 
vast difference in the real meaning ! For what 
is the love of God dependent on a sinful creature, 
who may forfeit the privilege and perish, when 
compared to his everlasting and unchangeable 
love, which makes the object thereof completely 
happy in Christ Jesus, through all eternity, in 
the kingdom of heaven? 

Now, if a person professes to believe the 
doctrine, and gives proof that he does believe 
and love the truth ; it is but fair to consider hii; 
address agreeably to his professed sentiments, 
though he may not, on all occasions, see it 
proper to mention his principles. He should not 
be considered as receding from the principles of 
grace, when, in this manner, enforcing the 
practical partf of the word of God, as Christ, and 
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inspired men have done. The sacred scriptores 
are so divine, holy, precious, and appropriate to 
the state of han, that every part is profitable to 
a hamble, penitent, and believing heart, influ- 
enced by the Spirit of God. 

8. Are you convinced of the Truth of this 
Doctrine, and yet think that it should he 
seldom or ever Preached? 

Then why is it revealed ? Why so frequently 
mentioned ? Why is the principle presented in 
every part of the bible? Why mentioned in 
connection with the most comfortable, important, 
and establishing doctrines? Why represented as 
the source from whence they spring ? or the 
foundation on which they are built ? 

Is it not charging God with unkindness ? or 
imprudence? or weakness? in revealing doc- 
trines which needed not to be revealed, and 
which are of little or no use ? Is not aU the 
scripture to be read ? Should a person in reading 
pass over these doctrines ? Or, would you have a 
minister in expounding, pass over those parts of 
scripture, or represent them of little importance? 
Then, in what manner could the scripture be 
expounded, and especially the New Testament? 
What would become of the principle, and the 
very essence of the word of G^ ? Shall it b^ 
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thought sufficient to preach the redemptipu of 
Christ^ his glorious atonement? all prevalent 
intercession? the work of the Holy Spirit? faith? 
repentance i holiness? &c. &c. But what is it 
that gives saving and certain efficacy to thesie 
important truths? They at most leave every 
thing at uncertainty, unless God has, of his free 
and sovereign grace, determined and ensured 
their saving effects. It is this ensures a reward 
to the undertaking of Christ, and the commence- 
ment and completion of the work of the Holy 
Spirit. It is from this principle, the apostle 
could say, ** Being confident, that he who hath 
begun the good work in you, will perform it until 
the day of Jesus Christ." PhiU i* 6. 

A right understanding of this truths will pre- 
serve a clearness and consistency, among all the 
doctrines of grace, and the precepts grounded 
upon them. But without attending to this truth* 
all appears intricate and perplexing. When the 
planets are viewed from the earthy their motions 
appear most intricate, irregular, and perplei^ing. 
But when viewed from the stitt, their proper 
centre, their motions appear so regular and nni* 
form, that the beholder has the most correct idea 
of all their real, and relative situations. So it i9 
in viewing the doctrines of grace. For want of 
taking a proper stand, a person has the moe^X 
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intricate and perplexing notions : one idea clash* 
ing and interfering with another; so that there is 
no satisfaction, composure, or stability of mind 
or sentiment. Let him take his stand at this 
truth, and he will see all the other doctrines of 
grace, moving round in the most clear, orderly, 
and pleasing manner. No clashing of law and 
gospel, of works and grace. His sentiments, 
like those of the inspired men, will flow as clear, 
and as pore as that river of love and mercy, 
which proceeds from the throne of God and 
the Lamb.'' 

What delightful effects will follow ! If God 
has chosen a person in Christ unto salvation, will 
not the belief of this, swe^ly and powerfully 
incline him to choose Christ and this salvation, 
above all things else in the world ? He cannot, 
for one moment, halt between two opinions. 
Will he not also choose God as his portion, 
admiring, loving, serving, and enjoying him 
with unspeakable delight? If chosen to be holy, 
and all the means requisite for completing the 
same, — will it not incline, draw, and stimulate 
to the use of the means which God has appointed, 
oOntinually seeking the influence of the Spirit, 
to sanctify wholly, in spirit, soul, and body, that 
be may be preserved blameless unto the coming 
of the Lord Jesus Christ? 



157 

If chosen of divine grace — will it not constrain 
him to ascribe the glory of his election, calling, 
faith, justification, adoption, holiness, perse- 
verance, and felicity, — to the God of all grace? 
Is not this the very spirit which the Lord requiresi 
delights in, and will honor ? Feeling his weak- 
ness and insufficiency, will it not also lead the 
person to seek after daily supplies of supporting, 
comforting, strengthening, directing, and pre- 
serving grace? Will he not hear the Saviour 
saying unto him, ''My grace is sufficient for 
thee?" 2 Cor. xii. 9. If chosen according to 
.the eternal purpose of love, will it not excite him 
to admire the divine love? and seek to know 
more of the breadth, and length, and depth, and 
height, of this love of God which passeth under- 
standing, that he may be filled with all the fulness 
of God^ Will it not also lead him to admire the 
infinite wisdom displayed in devising such a plan? 
and rejoice to see all the divine perfections 
engaged for the preservation and salvation of 
himself and the church ? Is not the belief of this 
doctrine, when applied by the powerful influence 
of the Holy Spirit, calculated to produce the full 
assurance of hope, with a joy unspeakable, and 
fall of glory? Can you, then, wish that the 
faithful minister would shun to declare this 
important part of the counsel of God ? 
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9. Are you a Believer in Jesus Christ, and do 
not believe and enjoy this Truth ? 

Many of the elect of God do not know and 
eiyoy the privilege of their being chosen in 
Christ before the foundation of the world, &c. 
Bat it would add very mach to their comfort, 
peace, joy, hope, confidence, stability, and 
thankfulness, if they knew and enjoyed this 
peculiar privilege. It would bring them into 
more intimate communion with God ; influence 
them to walk more closely, humbly, and carefully 
with him ; brighten their prospects for heaven, 
and make them always ready to depart and be 
with Christ, which is far better. 

Since every truly pious holy believer in Christ 
is undoubtedly interested in this most consolatory 
truth, permit me to request your serious attention 
to the following cautions and directions. — 

Take heed of all prejudice and misrepresenta* 
tions. This doctrine has been extremely misre- 
presented, and hereby prejudices have been 
excited in the minds of pious persons, which are 
altogether unjust and unfounded. Christ himself 
was very [much misrepresented, and hereby the 
most awful prejudices were excited against his 
person and work. But those who had right 
views of the SaviouTi pronounced him to be most 
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precious, and altogether loyely : so will all those 
pronounce ooncemiDg this doctrine, who have 
right views of its origin, tendency, and effects. 

Take heed of nnjast and nnscriptaral inferen- 
ces — ^What can be more nnjast, anscriptural, and 
awfnl, than to infer from this doctrine of divine 
lave, the reprobation of sinners in a way prejudi- 
cial to the justice of God, and even so as to 
represent him as acting like a tyrant! It is amaz- 
ing that even a thought of the kind should be 
indulged by rational men ! Since Election pro- 
ceeds from a purpose of lave and mercy, and 
nothing but love and mercy as the spring ; it 
appears, that if we were to draw any inferences 
from it respecting mankind in general, we should 
be led to conclude, that as far as it is consistent 
with the infinite wisdom, holiness, justice, and 
faithfulness of God, in governing the world, he 
would be *' good to all, and his tender mercies 
would be over all his works." Ps. cxlv. 9. 
But, to infer injustice and tyranny from a pur- 
pose of love and mercy, is too absurd to be cre- 
dited for a moment, unless by a mind entirely 
blinded by prejudice. 

Again, take heed of incautious and harsh 
expressions of those who profess to favor the 
doctrine. This has been a stumbling-block to 
many pious persons^ and prevented them from 
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receiving and enjoying the doctrine, as contained 
in the scripture. Remember, these assertions, 
and the books which have been written in refuta- 
tion of them, cannot furnish the slightest objec- 
tion against the doctrine itself. 

Beware of despising, or hastily rejecting, this 
part of the word of God. Too many of the peo- 
ple of God, I am afraid, have acted in this 
manner, and have been deprived of its comfort 
through life, as a punishment for their rashness, 
self-conceitedness, and want of reverence for the 
sacred scriptures. Have patience — - Suspend 
your judgment Wait upon God ; he may yet 
reveal this precious truth to your soul, for your 
greater support and consolation. Mr. Scott was 
for some time very averse to this doctrine ; but 
was afterward, not only convinced of its truth, 
but of its importance in the gospel system. 
See Scott's Force of Truth, 

There is a great variety in the experience of 
God's people. Saints under the Old Testament 
had not, in general, so clear a light as we have 
under the New Testament. What appeared 
dark and intricate to them, appears very clear 
and plain to us. Yet we know but in part. The 
saints, in future ages, will see many, things in a 
much clearer, brighter light, and in a more satis- 
factory manner, than we do at present. When 
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the spirit is poared out most abandantly, they 
will see truths as clear as the day« which have 
appeared dark and beclouded to us. How will 
they behold this doctrine with delight, — and be 
amazed at the controversies, which have taken 
place respecting it, in former ages of the church ! 
I would entreat you, my dear reader, meekly 
and humbly to meditate on the sacred scriptures, 
with prayer to him, who alone can enable yoq 
rightly to understand them. Seek and wait for 
the influence of the Holy Spirit : for the expe- 
rimental knowledge of this privilege entirely 
depends upon his influence. The Spirit can 
enlighten, convince, and operate upon the mind 
and heart, in such a clear, sweet, powerful, and 
efficacious manner, as to remove all doubt and 
anxiety, and give the person the most satisfac- 
tory evidence of the truth of God. You believe 
in the divine person, the atoning blood, and 
justifying righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Though a hundred objections should be brought 
against these truths, yet you still believe them 
and hold them fast, because you are convinced 
that they are revealed in scripture, and you have 
felt the power of them upon the heart. So the 
Holy Spirit c^n and does reveal the doctrine of 
Election, with its purifying and consolatry 
effects ; ailid all that you can object^ wiU have no 
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weight upon the mind of the person^ who is ex* 
perimentally taught this truth. He is as confi- 
dent of the trath of this doctrine, as yon are of 
the divinity, atonement, and righteonsness of 
Christ, or any other saying truths. Seek, then, 
the influence of the Holy Spirit to teach you. It 
is his office to guide into all truth : yea to reveal 
the deep things of God. 1 Cor. ii. 10. 

Pray that every thought and desire may be 
brought into subjection to the will of God. ''The 
carnal mind is enmity against God : for it is not 
subject to the law of God, neither indeed can 
be.'' Alas ! there is too much of this carnality 
and enmity remaining in the heart of the Chris* 
tian ! This principle is not subject to the law of 
God, neither the gospel of his grace. Hence 
it is that we are sometimes surprised to see 
good men using all their skill, in wresting pas*' 
sages of scripture from their plain and obvious 
meaning, in order to evade truths, to which the 
mind has an aversion! For our carnal minds are 
very averse to the truth which has been stated, 
and others also, until subdued and brought into 
subjection by divine grace. This is not done at 
once : " For the path of the just is as the shining 
light, which shineth more and more until the 
perfect day." How should we pray then, for 
increasing light and strength : ** Casting down 
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imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth 
itself against the knowledge of God, and bring- 
ing into captivity every thought, to the obedience 
of Christ." 

Again, consider there is no doctrine so favor- 
able to sinners. There is no doctrine saves more 
sinners ; and none saves them in a way so honor- 
able to God, and at the same time confers so 
many favors upon mankind in general. The 
distinguishing privileges bestowed upon England, 
do not detract from the favors bestowed upon 
Africa ; but are the means of increasing them in 
a great variety of ways. 

Once more, consider, no doctrine is so safe, 
comfortable, and encouraging to the believer in 
Jesus Christ. This is evident from what has 
been already said ; and in whatever point of view 
you consider the subject. If you examine it with 
respect to God, to Christ, and the Holy Spirit; 
— if you examine it with respect to the covenant 
of grace, the promises, precepts, invitations, 
and exhortations of the gospel ; — ^if you examine 
it with respect to the various dispensations of 
providence, Rom. viii. 28. trials of life, valley 
of the shadow of death, the day of judgment, and 
ages of eternity: — you will find it most con- 
solatory, supporting, and encouraging, to the 
believer in Jesus Christ. Psalm xxiii. xci* 
cxxi. &c. 1 Cor. iii, 20. &c. &c. 
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May yoQ enjoy this precious trath^ and unite 
with inspired men in blessing God for the privi- 
lege ! Should this not be the case, let me 
request of you one favour — Never to speak against 
it — for in so doing, you would commit sin — sin 
against a blazing light of scripture truth ! 

Finally — 

10. Do you profess to believe and enjoy this 

truth ? 

Yon should be earnestly concerned to enjoy 
the blessings in the way that God bestows them. 
''Furthermore, we must receive God's promises 
in such wise as they be generally set forth to us in 
holy scripture^ And in our doings, that will of 
God is to be followed, which we have expressly 
declared unto us in the word of God." Article. 
Does he call? It is to holiness. Does he justify ? 
It is through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Does he sanctify ? It is by his word and Spirit. 
Does he bless with all temporal and spiritual 
blessings ? It is in the use of those means which 
he has appointed, and enables his pepple to 
attend : " He teaches to profit." Numerous 
blessings are bestowed in the exercise of faith — 
repentance — love — obedience — fear — hope— 
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trust — reading — meditation — prayer — keeping 
holy the sabbath day— observing the ordinances 
— attending to relative duties — keeping a con- 
science void of offence, both toward God and 
man — following the example of the saints, as 
they were followers of Christ Jesus. -These 
examples should be kept always before our eyes. 
And above all, the perfect example of Jesus 
Christ our Redeemer. He was filled with the 
Holy Ghost. He presents the most perfect 
example of early piety — obedience to parents — 
diligence and moderation — humility and lowliness 
of mind — holy, harmless, and undefiled conver- 
sation — self-denial and contentment — prayer, 
praise, and thanksgiving — compassion, meek- 
ness, patience, forbearance, and forgiveness — 
zeal for the glory of God, and submission to his 
will — wisdom, faithfulness, cautious prudence 
— &c. &c. 

What a pattern is here presented to our view ? 
What believing soul does not glow with ardour 
to be more like Christ his living Head ! Like 
a young artist, who has a perfect model before 
him ; though he can imitate but very imperfectly, 
yet he feels a glowing ardour to equal the 
original. Though you, believer, can never equal 
the original, yet you are chosen in Christ to be 
made like him as muolx «a ip^^wXAfe\ '^Xs^^^^s^ 
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biashy and feel a degree of godly sorrow, that 
you resemble your Savioar no more, yet do not 
indulge distrust, but admire, loTe, and praise 
redeeming grace. — *' For, behold what manner 
of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that 
we should be called the sons of God : — Beloved, 
now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet 
appear what we shall be : but we know that* 
when he shall appear, we shall be like him ; for 
we shall see him as he his." 1 John iii. 1, 2. 
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